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GOLF CLUB

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 14/495,795, filed Sep. 24, 2014, which is a
continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/828,675,
filed Mar. 14, 2013, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,888,607, issued Nov.
18,2014, which is a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 13/469,031, filed May 10, 2012, which is a
continuation-in-part of U.S. patent application Ser. No.
13/338,197, filed Dec. 27,2011, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,900,069,
issued Dec. 2, 2014, which claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Patent Application No. 61/427,772, filed Dec. 28,
2010, each of which applications is incorporated herein by
reference.

FIELD

The present application concerns golf club heads, and more
particularly, golf club heads having unique relationships
between the club head’s mass moments of inertia and center-
of-gravity position, golf club heads having a center of gravity
projection that is near the center of the face of the golf club,
golf club heads having unique relationships between loft and
center of gravity projection location, and golf club heads
having increased striking face flexibility.

INCORPORATIONS BY REFERENCE

Other patents and patent applications concerning golf
clubs, such as U.S. Pat. Nos. 7,407,447, 7,419,441, 7,513,
296, 7,753,806, 7,753,806, 7,887,434, and 8,118,689; U.S.
Pat. Appl. Pub. Nos. 2004/0235584, 2005/0239575, 2010/
0197424, and 2011/0312347; U.S. patent application Ser.
Nos. 11/642,310, 11/648,013, and 13/401,690; and U.S. Pro-
visional Pat. Appl. Ser. Nos. 60/877,336 and 61/009,743 are
incorporated herein by reference in their entireties.

BACKGROUND

Center-of-gravity (CG) and mass moments of inertia criti-
cally affect a golf club head’s performance, such as launch
angle and flight trajectory on impact with a golf ball, among
other characteristics.

A mass moment of inertia is a measure of a club head’s
resistance to twisting about the golf club head’s center-of-
gravity, for example on impact with a golf ball. In general, a
moment of inertia of a mass about a given axis is proportional
to the square of the distance of the mass away from the axis.
In other words, increasing distance of a mass from a given
axis results in an increased moment of inertia of the mass
about that axis. Higher golf club head moments of inertia
result in lower golf club head rotation on impact with a golf
ball, particularly on “off-center” impacts with a golfball, e.g.,
mis-hits. Lower rotation in response to a mis-hit results in a
player’s perception that the club head is forgiving. Generally,
one measure of “forgiveness” can be defined as the ability of
a golf club head to reduce the effects of mis-hits on flight
trajectory and shot distance, e.g., hits resulting from striking
the golf ball at a less than ideal impact location on the golf
club head. Greater forgiveness of the golf club head generally
equates to a higher probability of hitting a straight golf shot.
Moreover, higher moments of inertia typically result in
greater ball speed on impact with the golf club head, which
can translate to increased golf shot distance.
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Most fairway wood club heads are intended to hit the ball
directly from the ground, e.g., the fairway, although many
golfers also use fairway woods to hita ball from atee. Accord-
ingly, fairway woods are subject to certain design constraints
to maintain playability. For example, compared to typical
drivers, which are usually designed to hit balls from a tee,
fairway woods often have a relatively shallow head height,
providing a relatively lower center of gravity and a smaller top
view profile for reducing contact with the ground. Such fair-
way woods inspire confidence in golfers for hitting from the
ground. Also, fairway woods typically have a higher loft than
most drivers, although some drivers and fairway woods share
similar lofts. For example, most fairway woods have a loft
greater than or equal to about 13 degrees, and most drivers
have a loft between about 7 degrees and about 15 degrees.

Faced with constraints such as those just described, golf
club manufacturers often must choose to improve one perfor-
mance characteristic at the expense of another. For example,
some conventional golf club heads offer increased moments
of inertia to promote forgiveness while at the same time
incurring a higher than desired CG-position and increased
club head height. Club heads with high CG and/or large
height might perform well when striking a ball positioned on
atee, such is the case with a driver, but not when hitting from
the turf. Thus, conventional golf club heads that offer
increased moments of inertia for forgiveness often do not
perform well as a fairway wood club head.

Although traditional fairway wood club heads generally
have a low CG relative to most traditional drivers, such clubs
usually also suffer from correspondingly low mass moments
of inertia. In part due to their relatively low CG, traditional
fairway wood club heads offer acceptable launch angle and
flight trajectory when the club head strikes the ball at or near
the ideal impact location on the ball striking face. But because
of their low mass moments of inertia, traditional fairway
wood club heads are less forgiving than club heads with high
moments of inertia, which heretofore have been drivers. As
already noted, conventional golf club heads that have
increased mass moments of inertia, and thus are more forgiv-
ing, have been ill-suited for use as fairway woods because of
their relatively high CG.

Accordingly, to date, golf club designers and manufactur-
ers have not offered golf club heads with high moments of
inertia for improved forgiveness and low center-of-gravity for
playing a ball positioned on turf.

Additionally, due to the nature of fairway wood shots, most
such shots are impacted below the center of the face. For
traditionally designed fairway woods, this means that ball-
speed and ball launch parameters are less than ideal. A con-
tinual challenge to improving performance in fairway woods
and hybrid clubs is the limitation in generating ballspeed. In
addition to the center of gravity and center of gravity projec-
tion, the geometry of the face and clubhead play a major role
in determining initial ball velocity.

SUMMARY

This application discloses, among other innovations, fair-
way wood-type golf club heads that provide improved for-
giveness, ballspeed, and playability while maintaining dura-
bility.

The following describes golf club heads that include a body
defining an interior cavity, a sole portion positioned at a
bottom portion of the golf club head, a crown portion posi-
tioned at a top portion, and a skirt portion positioned around
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a periphery between the sole and crown. The body also has a
forward portion and a rearward portion and a maximum
above ground height.

Golf club heads according to a first aspect have a body
height less than about 46 mm and a crown thickness less than
about 0.65 mm throughout more than about 70% of the
crown. The above ground center-of-gravity location, Zup, is
less than about 19 mm and a moment of inertia about a
center-of-gravity z-axis, |, is greater than about 300 kg-
mm?>.

Some club heads according to the first aspect provide an
above ground center-of-gravity location, Zup, less than about
16 mm. Some have a loft angle greater than about 13 degrees.
A moment of inertia about a golf club head center-of-gravity
x-axis, I, can be greater than about 170 kg-mm?. A golfclub
head volume can be less than about 240 cm®. A front to back
depth (D_,,) of the club head can be greater than about 85 mm.

Golf club heads according to a second aspect have a body
height less than about 46 mm and the face has a loft angle
greater than about 13 degrees. An above ground center-of-
gravity location, Zup, is less than about 19 mm, and satisfies,
together with a moment of inertia about a center-of-gravity
z-axis, 1, the relationship I, =13-Zup+105.

According to the second aspect, the above ground center-
of-gravity location, Zup, can be less than about 16 mm. The
volume of the golf club head can be less than about 240 cm®.
A front to back depth (D) of the club head can be greater
than about 85 mm. The crown can have a thickness less than
about 0.65 mm over at least about 70% of the crown.

According to a third aspect, the crown has a thickness less
than about 0.65 mm for at least about 70% of the crown, the
golf club head has a front to back depth (D,_,) greater than
about 85 mm, and an above ground center-of-gravity loca-
tion, Zup, is less than about 19 mm. A moment of inertia about
a center-of-gravity z-axis, I_, specified in units of kg-mm?, a
moment of inertia about a center-of-gravity x-axis, L, speci-
fied in units of kg-mm?, and, the above ground center-of-
gravity location, Zup, specified in units of millimeters,
together satisfy the relationship I__+1_.20-Zup+165.

In some instances, the above ground center-of-gravity
above ground location, Zup, and the moment of inertia about
the center-of-gravity z-axis, I, specified in units of kg-mm?,
together satisfy the relationship 1_=13-Zup+105. In some
embodiments, the moment of inertia about the center-of-
gravity z-axis, I, exceeds one or more of 300 kg-mm?, 320
kg-mm?, 340 kg-mm?, and 360 kg-mm? The moment of iner-
tia about the center-of-gravity x-axis, I, can exceed one or
more of 150 kg-mm?, 170 kg-mm?, and 190 kg-mm?.

Some golf club heads according to the third aspect also
include one or more weight ports formed in the body and at
least one weight configured to be retained at least partially
within one of the one or more weight ports. The face can have
a loft angle in excess of about 13 degrees. The golf club head
can have a volume less than about 240 cm®. The body can be
substantially formed from a steel alloy, a titanium alloy, a
graphitic composite, and/or a combination thereof. In some
instances, the body is substantially formed as an investment
casting. In some instances, the maximum height is less than
one or more of about 46 mm, about 42 mm, and about 38 mm.

In golf club heads according to a fourth aspect, the crown
has a thickness less than about 0.65 mm for at least about 70%
of'the crown, a front to back depth (D_,) is greater than about
85 mm, and an above ground center-of-gravity location, Zup,
is less than about 19 mm. In addition, a moment of inertia
about a center-of-gravity x-axis, [, specified in units of
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kg-mm?, and the above ground center-of-gravity location,
Zup, specified in units of millimeters, together satisfy the
relationship I_=7-Zup+60.

In some instances, the above ground center-of-gravity
location, Zup, and the moment of inertia about the center-of-
gravity z-axis, I, specified in units of kg-mm?, together
satisfy the relationship I =13-Zup+105.

The moment of inertia about the center-of-gravity z-axis,
I, can exceed one or more of 300 kg-mm?, 320 kg-mm?, 340
kg-mm?, and 360 kg-mm?>. The moment of inertia about the
center-of-gravity x-axis, L, can exceed one or more of 150
kg-mm?, 170 kg-mm?, and 190 kg-mm?>.

Some embodiments according to the fourth aspect also
include one or more weight ports formed in the body and at
least one weight configured to be retained at least partially
within one of the one or more weight ports.

According to the fourth aspect, the face can have a loft
angle in excess of about 13 degrees. The golf club head can
have a volume less than about 240 cm’. The body can be
substantially formed from a selected material from a steel
alloy, a titanium alloy, a graphitic composite, and/or a com-
bination thereof. In some instances, the body is substantially
formed as an investment casting. The maximum height of
some club heads according to the fourth aspect is less than one
or more of about 46 mm, about 42 mm, and about 38 mm.

In golf club heads according to a fifth aspect, the club head
has a center of gravity projection (CG projection) on the
striking surface of the club head that is located near to the
center of the striking surface. In some instances, the center of
gravity projection is at or below the center of the striking
surface. For example, in some embodiments, the center of
gravity projection on the striking surface is less than about 2.0
mm (i.e., the CG projection is below about 2.0 mm above the
center of the striking surface), such as less than about 1.0 mm,
or less than about 0 mm, or less than about —1.0 mm.

In some instances, the CG projection is related to the loft of
the golf club head. For example, in some embodiments, the
golf club head has a CG projection of about 3 mm or less for
club heads where the loft angle is at least 16.2 degrees, and the
CG projection is less than about 1.0 mm for club heads where
the loft angle is 16.2 degrees or less.

In golf club heads according to a sixth aspect, the club head
has a channel, a slot, or other member that increases or
enhances the perimeter flexibility of the striking face of the
golfclubhead in order to increase the coefficient of restitution
and/or characteristic time of the golf club head. In some
instances, the channel, slot, or other mechanism is located in
the forward portion of the sole of the club head, adjacent to or
near to the forwardmost edge of the sole.

The foregoing and other features and advantages of the golf
club head will become more apparent from the following
detailed description, which proceeds with reference to the
accompanying figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is atop plan view of one embodiment of a golf club
head.

FIG. 2 is a side elevation view from a toe side of the golf
club head of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a front elevation view of the golf club head of FIG.
1.

FIG. 4 is a bottom perspective view of the golf club head of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the golf club head of
FIG. 1 taken along line 5-5 of FIG. 2 and showing internal
features of the embodiment of FIG. 1.
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FIG. 6 is a top plan view of the golf club head of FIG. 1,
similar to FIG. 1, showing a golf club head origin system and
a center-of-gravity coordinate system.

FIG. 7 is a side elevation view from the toe side of the golf
club head of FIG. 1 showing the golf club head origin system
and the center-of-gravity coordinate system.

FIG. 8 is a front elevation view ofthe golf club head of FIG.
1, similar to FIG. 3, showing the golf club head origin system
and the center-of-gravity coordinate system.

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view of the golf club head of
FIG. 1 taken along line 9-9 of FIG. 3 showing internal features
of the golf club head.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart of an investment casting process for
club heads made of an alloy of steel.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart of an investment casting process for
club heads made of an alloy of titanium.

FIG. 12A is a side sectional view in elevation of a golf club
head having a channel formed in the sole and a mass pad
positioned rearwardly of the channel.

FIGS. 12B-E are side sectional views in elevation of golf
club heads having mass pads mounted to the sole in different
configurations and in some cases, a channel formed in the
sole.

FIG.13A is a side elevation view of another embodiment of
a golf club head.

FIG. 13B is a bottom perspective view from a heel side of
the golf club head of FIG. 13A.

FIG. 13C is a bottom elevation view of the golf club head
of FIG. 13A.

FIG. 13D is a cross-sectional view from the heel side of the
golf club head of FIG. 13 A showing internal features of the
embodiment of FIG. 13A.

FIG. 13E is a cross-sectional view of the portion of the golf
club head within the dashed circle labeled “E” in FIG. 13D.

FIG. 13F is another cross-sectional view of the portion of
the golfclub head within the dashed circle labeled “E” in F1G.
13D.

FIG. 13G is a cross-sectional view from the top of the golf
club head of FIG. 13A showing internal features of the
embodiment of FIG. 13A.

FIG. 13H is a bottom perspective view from a heel side of
the golf club head of FIG. 13A, showing a weight in relation
to a weight port.

FIG. 14A is a side elevation view of another embodiment of
a golf club head.

FIG. 14B is a bottom perspective view from a heel side of
the golf club head of FIG. 14A.

FIG. 14C is a bottom elevation view of the golf club head
of FIG. 14A.

FIG. 14D is a cross-sectional view from the heel side of the
golf club head of FIG. 14A showing internal features of the
embodiment of FIG. 14A.

FIG. 14E is a cross-sectional view of the portion of the golf
club head within the dashed circle labeled “E” in FIG. 14D.

FIG. 14F is another cross-sectional view of the portion of
the golfclub head within the dashed circle labeled “E” in F1G.
14D.

FIG. 14G is a cross-sectional view from the top of the golf
club head of FIG. 14A showing internal features of the
embodiment of FIG. 14A.

FIG. 14H is a bottom perspective view from a heel side of
the golfclubhead of FIG. 14 A, showing a plurality of weights
in relation to a plurality of weight ports.

FIG. 15A is a bottom elevation view of another embodi-
ment of a golf club head.
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FIG. 15B is a bottom perspective view from a heel side of
the golf clubhead of FIG. 15 A, showing a plurality of weights
in relation to a plurality of weight ports.

FIG. 16A is a bottom elevation view of another embodi-
ment of a golf club head.

FIG. 16B is a bottom elevation view of a portion of another
embodiment of a golf club head.

FIG. 16C is a bottom elevation view of a portion of another
embodiment of a golf club head.

FIG. 17 is a partial side sectional view in elevation of a golf
club head showing added weight secured to the sole by weld-
ing.

FIG. 18 is a partial side sectional view in elevation of a golf
club head showing added weight mechanically attached to the
sole, e.g., with threaded fasteners.

FIG.19A is a cross-sectional view of a high density weight.

FIG. 19B is a cross-sectional view of the high density
weight of FIG. 19A having a thermal resistant coating.

FIG. 19C is a cross-sectional view of the high density
weight of FIG. 19A embedded within a wax pattern.

FIG. 19D is a cross-sectional view of the high density
weight of FIG. 19A co-cast within a golf club head.

FIG. 19E is a cross-sectional view of the high density
weight of FIG. 19A co-cast within a golf club head.

FIG. 20A is a plot of the a club head’s center of gravity
projection, measured in distance above the center of its face
plate, versus the loft angle of the club head for a large collec-
tion of golf club heads of different manufacturers.

FIG. 20B is a plot of the a club head’s center of gravity
projection, measured in distance above the center of its face
plate, versus the loft angle of the club head for several
embodiments of the golf club heads described herein.

FIG. 21A is a contour plot of a first golf club head having
ahigh coefficient of restitution (COR) approximately aligned
with the center of its striking face.

FIG. 21B is a contour plot of a second golf club head
having a slightly lower COR and a highest COR zone that is
not aligned with the center of its striking face.

FIG. 22A is a contour plot of the first golf club head having
a high resulting ball speed area that is approximately aligned
with the center of the striking face.

FIG. 22B is a contour plot of the second golf club head
having a slightly lower high resulting ball speed area that is
not aligned with the center of the striking face.

FIG. 23A is a front view of a golf club head, according to
another embodiment.

FIG. 23B is a side view of the golf club head of FIG. 23A.

FIG. 23C is a rear view of the golf club head of FIG. 23A.

FIG. 23D is a bottom view of the golf club head of FIG.
23A.

FIG. 23E is a cross-sectional view of the golf club head of
FIG. 23B, taken along line 23E-23E.

FIG. 23F is a cross-sectional view of the golf club head of
FIG. 23C, taken along line 23F-23F.

FIG. 24 is an exploded perspective view of the golf club
head of FIG. 23A.

FIG. 25A is a bottom view of a body of the golf club head
of FIG. 23 A, showing a recessed cavity in the sole.

FIG. 25B is a cross-sectional view of the golf club head of
FIG. 25A, taken along line 25B-25B.

FIG. 25C is a cross-sectional view of the golf club head of
FIG. 25A, taken along line 25C-25C.

FIG. 25D is an enlarged cross-sectional view of a raised
platform or projection formed in the sole of the club head of
FIG. 25A.
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FIG. 25E is a bottom view of a body of the golf club head
of FIG. 23 A, showing an alternative orientation of the raised
platform or projection.

FIG. 26A is top view of an adjustable sole portion of the
golf club head of FIG. 23A.

FIG. 26B is a side view of the adjustable sole portion of
FIG. 26A.

FIG. 26C is a cross-sectional side view of the adjustable
sole portion of FIG. 26A.

FIG. 26D is a perspective view of the bottom of the adjust-
able sole portion of FIG. 26A.

FIG. 26E is a perspective view of the top of the adjustable
sole portion of FIG. 26A.

FIG. 27A is a plan view of the head of a screw that can be
used to secure the adjustable sole portion of FIG. 26A to a
club head.

FIG. 27B is a cross-sectional view of the screw of FIG.
27A, taken along line 27B-27B.

FIG. 28 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of a golf club
head having a removable shaft, in accordance with another
embodiment.

FIGS. 29 and 30 are front elevation and cross-sectional
views, respectively, of a shaft sleeve of the assembly shown in
FIG. 28.

FIG. 31 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of a golf club
head having a removable shaft, in accordance with another
embodiment.

FIG. 32 shows the golf club head of FIG. 31 with the screw
loosened to permit removal of the shaft from the club head.

FIG. 33 is a perspective view of the shaft sleeve of the
assembly shown in FIG. 31.

FIG. 34 is a side elevation view of the shaft sleeve of FIG.
33.

FIG. 35 is a bottom plan view of'the shaft sleeve of FIG. 33.

FIG. 36 is a cross-sectional view of the shaft sleeve taken
along line 36-36 of FIG. 35.

FIG. 37 is a cross-sectional view of another embodiment of
a shaft sleeve.

FIG. 38 is a top plan view of a hosel insert that is adapted
to receive the shaft sleeve.

FIG. 39 is an exploded view of a golf club head, according
to another embodiment.

FIG. 40A is a bottom view of the golf club head of FIG. 39.

FIG. 40B is an enlarged bottom view of a portion of the golf
club head of FIG. 39.

FIG. 40C is a cross-sectional view of the golf club head of
FIG. 40A, taken along line C-C.

FIG. 40D is a cross-sectional view of the golf club head of
FIG. 40A, taken along line D-D.

FIG. 40E is a cross-sectional view of the golf club head of
FIG. 40A, taken along line E-E.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following describes embodiments of golf club heads
for metalwood type golf clubs, including drivers, fairway
woods, rescue clubs, hybrid clubs, and the like. Several of the
golf club heads incorporate features that provide the golf club
heads and/or golf clubs with increased moments of inertia and
low centers of gravity, centers of gravity located in preferable
locations, improved club head and face geometries, increased
sole and lower face flexibility, higher coefficients or restitu-
tion (“COR”) and characteristic times (“CT”), and/or
decreased backspin rates relative to fairway wood and other
golf club heads that have come before.

The following makes reference to the accompanying draw-
ings which form a part hereof, wherein like numerals desig-
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nate like parts throughout. The drawings illustrate specific
embodiments, but other embodiments may be formed and
structural changes may be made without departing from the
intended scope of this disclosure. Directions and references
(e.g., up, down, top, bottom, left, right, rearward, forward,
heelward, toeward, etc.) may be used to facilitate discussion
of the drawings but are not intended to be limiting. For
example, certain terms may be used such as “up,” “down,”,
“upper,” “lower,” “horizontal,” “vertical,” “left,” “right,” and
the like. These terms are used, where applicable, to provide
some clarity of description when dealing with relative rela-
tionships, particularly with respect to the illustrated embodi-
ments. Such terms are not, however, intended to imply abso-
Iute relationships, positions, and/or orientations. For
example, with respect to an object, an “upper” surface can
become a “lower” surface simply by turning the object over.
Nevertheless, it is still the same object.

Accordingly, the following detailed description shall not to
be construed in a limiting sense and the scope of property
rights sought shall be defined by the appended claims and
their equivalents.

Normal Address Position

Club heads and many of their physical characteristics dis-
closed herein will be described using “normal address posi-
tion” as the club head reference position, unless otherwise
indicated.

FIGS. 1-3 illustrate one embodiment of a fairway wood
type golf club head at normal address position. FIG. 1 illus-
trates a top plan view of the club head 2, FIG. 2 illustrates a
side elevation view from the toe side of the club head 2, and
FIG. 3 illustrates a front elevation view. By way of prelimi-
nary description, the club head 2 includes a hosel 20 and a ball
striking club face 18. At normal address position, the club
head 2 rests on the ground plane 17, a plane parallel to the
ground.

As used herein, “normal address position” means the club
head position wherein a vector normal to the club face 18
substantially lies in a first vertical plane (i.e., a vertical plane
is perpendicular to the ground plane 17), the centerline axis
21 of the club shaft substantially lies in a second vertical
plane, and the first vertical plane and the second vertical plane
substantially perpendicularly intersect.

Club Head

A fairway wood-type golf club head, such as the golf club
head 2, includes a hollow body 10 defining a crown portion
12, a sole portion 14 and a skirt portion 16. A striking face, or
face portion, 18 attaches to the body 10. The body 10 can
include a hosel 20, which defines a hosel bore 24 adapted to
receive a golf club shaft. The body 10 further includes a heel
portion 26, a toe portion 28, a front portion 30, and a rear
portion 32.

The club head 2 also has a volume, typically measured in
cubic-centimeters (cm®), equal to the volumetric displace-
ment of the club head 2, assuming any apertures are sealed by
a substantially planar surface. (See United States Golf Asso-
ciation “Procedure for Measuring the Club Head Size of
Wood Clubs,” Revision 1.0, Nov. 21, 2003). In some imple-
mentations, the golf club head 2 has a volume between
approximately 120 cm® and approximately 240 cm?, such as
between approximately 180 cm® and approximately 210 cm?,
and a total mass between approximately 185 g and approxi-
mately 245 g, such as between approximately 200 g and
approximately 220 g. In a specific implementation, the golf
club head 2 has a volume of approximately 181 cm® and a
total mass of approximately 216 g.

Additional specific implementations having additional
specific values for volume and mass are described elsewhere
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herein and in the Patents and Applications incorporated
herein by reference. For example, U.S. Patent Application
Publication No. 2010/0197424, which is incorporated herein
by reference in the entirety, discloses a club head volume
between about 110 cm® and about 600 cm?, in more particular
embodiments, the head volume is between about 250 cm? and
about 500 cm?, 400 cm® and about 500 cm?, 390 cm?® and
about 420 cm?, or between about 420 cm® and 475 cm?>.

Asusedherein, “crown” means an upper portion of the club
head above a peripheral outline 34 of the club head as viewed
from a top-down direction and rearward of the topmost por-
tion of a ball striking surface 22 of the striking face 18 (see
e.g., FIGS. 1-2). FIG. 9 illustrates a cross-sectional view of
the golf club head of FIG. 1 taken along line 9-9 of FIG. 3
showing internal features of the golf club head. Particularly,
the crown 12 ranges in thickness from about 0.76 mm or about
0.80 mm at the front crown 901, near the club face 18, to about
0.60 mm at the back crown 905, a portion of the crown near
the rear of the club head 2.

As used herein, “sole” means a lower portion of the club
head 2 extending upwards from a lowest point of the club
head when the club head is at normal address position. In
some implementations, the sole 14 extends approximately
50% to 60% of the distance from the lowest point of the club
head to the crown 12, which in some instances, can be
approximately 10 mm and 12 mm for a fairway wood. For
example, FIG. 5 illustrates a sole blend zone 504 that transi-
tions from the sole 14 to the front sole 506. In the illustrated
embodiment, the front sole 506 dimension extends about 15
mm rearward of the club face 18.

In other implementations, the sole 14 extends upwardly
from the lowest point of the golf club body 10 a shorter
distance than the sole 14 of golf club head 2. Further, the sole
14 can define a substantially flat portion extending substan-
tially horizontally relative to the ground 17 when in normal
address position. In some implementations, the bottommost
portion of the sole 14 extends substantially parallel to the
ground 17 between approximately 5% and approximately
70% of the depth (D,;,) of the golf club body 10.

In some implementations, an adjustable mechanism is pro-
vided on the sole 14 to “decouple” the relationship between
face angle and hosel/shaft loft, i.e., to allow for separate
adjustment of square loft and face angle of a golf club. For
example, some embodiments of the golf club head 2 include
an adjustable sole portion that can be adjusted relative to the
club head body 2 to raise and lower the rear end of the club
head relative to the ground. Further detail concerning the
adjustable sole portion is provided in U.S. Patent Application
Publication No. 2011/0312347, which is incorporated herein
by reference.

For example, FIGS. 23-27 illustrate a golf club head 8000
according to an embodiment that also includes an adjustable
sole portion. As shown in FIGS. 23 A-23F, the club head 8000
comprises a club head body 8002 having a heel 8005, a toe
8007, a rear end 8006, a forward striking face 8004, a top
portion or crown 8021, and a bottom portion or sole 8022. The
body also includes a hosel 8008 for supporting a shaft (not
shown). The sole 8022 defines a leading edge surface portion
8024 adjacent the lower edge of the striking face 8004 that
extends transversely across the sole 8022 (i.e., the leading
edge surface portion 8024 extends in a direction from the heel
8005 to the toe 8007 of the club head body). The hosel 8008
can be adapted to receive a removable shaft sleeve 8009, as
disclosed herein.

The sole 8022 further includes an adjustable sole portion
8010 (also referred to as a sole piece) that can be adjusted
relative to the club head body 8002 to a plurality of rotational
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positions to raise and lower the rear end 8006 of the club head
relative to the ground. This can rotate the club head about the
leading edge surface portion 8024 of the sole 8022, changing
the sole angle. As best shown in FIG. 24, the sole 8022 of the
club head body 8002 can be formed with a recessed cavity
8014 that is shaped to receive the adjustable sole portion
8010.

As best shown in FIG. 26A, the adjustable sole portion
8010 can be triangular. In other embodiments, the adjustable
sole portion 8010 can have other shapes, including a rect-
angle, square, pentagon, hexagon, circle, oval, star or combi-
nations thereof. Desirably, although not necessarily, the sole
portion 8010 is generally symmetrical about a center axis as
shown. As best shown in FIG. 26C, the sole portion 8010 has
an outer rim 8034 extending upwardly from the edge of a
bottom wall 8012. The rim 8034 can be sized and shaped to be
received within the walls of the recessed cavity 8014 with a
small gap or clearance between the two when the adjustable
sole portion 8010 is installed in the body 8002. The bottom
wall 8012 and outer rim 8034 can form a thin-walled structure
as shown. At the center of the bottom surface 8012 can be a
recessed screw hole 8030 that passes completely through the
adjustable sole portion 8010.

A circular, or cylindrical, wall 8040 can surround the screw
hole 8030 on the upper/inner side of the adjustable sole por-
tion 8010. The wall 8040 can also be triangular, square, pen-
tagonal, etc., in other embodiments. The wall 8040 can be
comprised of several sections 8041 having varying heights.
Each section 8041 of the wall 8040 can have about the same
width and thickness, and each section 8041 can have the same
height as the section diametrically across from it. In this
manner, the circular wall 8040 can be symmetrical about the
centerline axis ofthe screw hole 8030. Furthermore, each pair
of'wall sections 8041 can have a different height than each of
the other pairs of wall sections. Each pair of wall sections
8041 is sized and shaped to mate with corresponding sections
on the club head to set the sole portion 8010 at a predeter-
mined height, as further discussed below.

For example, in the triangular embodiment of the adjust-
able sole portion 8010 shown in FIG. 26E, the circular wall
8040 has six wall sections 8041a, b, ¢, d, e and fthat make up
three pairs of wall sections, each pair having different heights.
Each pair of wall sections 8041 project upward a different
distance from the upper/inner surface of the adjustable sole
portion 8010. Namely, a first pair is comprised of wall sec-
tions 80414 and 80415; a second pair is comprised of 8041¢
and 8041d that extend past the first pair; and a third pair is
comprised of wall sections 8041¢ and 80411 that extend past
the first and second pairs. Each pair of wall sections 8041
desirably is symmetrical about the centerline axis of the screw
hole 8030. The tallest pair of wall sections 8041e, 8041/ can
extend beyond the height of the outer rim 8034, as shown in
FIGS. 26B and 26C. The number of wall section pairs (three)
desirably equals the number of planes of symmetry (three) of
the overall shape (see FIG. 26 A) of the adjustable sole portion
8010. As explained in more detail below, a triangular adjust-
able sole portion 8010 can be installed into a corresponding
triangular recessed cavity 8014 in three different orientations,
each of which aligns one of the pairs of wall sections 8041
with mating surfaces on the sole portion 8010 to adjust the
sole angle.

The adjustable sole portion 8010 can also include any
number ribs 8044, as shown in FIG. 26E, to add structural
rigidity. Such increased rigidity is desirable because, when
installed in the body 8002, the bottom wall 8012 and parts of
the outer rim 8034 can protrude below the surrounding por-
tions of the sole 8022 and therefore can take the brunt of
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impacts of the club head 8000 against the ground or other
surfaces. Furthermore, because the bottom wall 8012 and
outer rim 8034 of the adjustable sole portion 8010 are desir-
ably made of thin-walled material to reduce weight, adding
structural ribs is a weight-efficient means of increasing rigid-
ity and durability.

The triangular embodiment of the adjustable sole portion
8010 shown in FIG. 26E includes three pairs of ribs 8044
extending from the circular wall 8040 radially outwardly
toward the outer rim 8034. The ribs 8044 desirably are angu-
larly spaced around the center wall 8040 in equal intervals.
The ribs 8044 can be attached to the lower portion of the
circular wall 8040 and taper in height as they extend outward
along the upper/inner surface of the bottom wall 8012 toward
the outer wall 8034. As shown, each rib can comprise first and
second sections 8044a, 80445 that extent from a common
apex at the circular wall 8040 to separate locations on the
outer wall 8034. In alternative embodiments, a greater or
fewer number of ribs 8044 can be used (i.e., greater or fewer
than three ribs 8044).

As shown in FIG. 25A-C, the recessed cavity 8014 in the
sole 8022 of the body 8002 can be shaped to fittingly receive
the adjustable sole portion 8010. The cavity 8014 can include
a cavity side wall 8050, an upper surface 8052, and a raised
platform, or projection, 8054 extending down from the upper
surface 8052. The cavity wall 8050 can be substantially ver-
tical to match the outer rim 8034 of the adjustable sole portion
8010 and can extend from the sole 8022 up to the upper
surface 8052. The upper surface 8052 can be substantially flat
and proportional in shape to the bottom wall 8012 of the
adjustable sole portion 8010. As best shown in FIG. 24, the
cavity side wall 8050 and upper surface 8052 can define a
triangular void that is shaped to receive the sole portion 8010.
In alternative embodiments, the cavity 8014 can be replaced
with an outer triangular channel for receiving the outer rim
8034 and a separate inner cavity to receive the wall sections
8041. The cavity 8014 can have various other shapes, but
desirably is shaped to correspond to the shape of the sole
portion 8010. For example, if the sole portion 8010 is square,
then the cavity 8014 desirably is square.

As shown in FIG. 25A, the raised platform 8054 can be
geometrically centered on the upper surface 8052. The plat-
form 8054 can be bowtie-shaped and include a center post
8056 and two flared projections, or ears, 8058 extending from
opposite sides of the center post, as shown in FIG. 25D. The
platform 8054 can also be oriented in different rotational
positions with respect to the club head body 8002. For
example, FIG. 25E shows an embodiment wherein the plat-
form 8054 is rotated 90-degrees compared to the embodiment
shown in FIG. 25A.. The platform can be more or less suscep-
tible to cracking or other damage depending on the rotational
position. In particular, durability tests have shown that the
platform is less susceptible to cracking in the embodiment
shown in FIG. 25E compared to the embodiment shown in
FIG. 25A.

In other embodiments, the shape of the raised platform
8054 can be rectangular, wherein the center post and the
projections collectively form a rectangular block. The projec-
tions 8058 can also have parallel sides rather than sides that
flare out from the center post. The center post 8056 can
include a threaded screw hole 8060 to receive a screw 8016
(see FIGS. 27A-B) for securing the sole portion 8010 to the
club head. In some embodiments, the center post 8056 is
cylindrical, as shown in FIG. 25D. The outer diameter D1 of
a cylindrical center post 8056 (FIG. 25D) can be less than the
inner diameter D2 of the circular wall 8040 of the adjustable
sole portion 8010 (FIG. 26A), such that the center post can
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rest inside the circular wall when the adjustable sole portion
8010 is installed. In other embodiments, the center post 8056
can be triangular, square, hexagonal, or various other shapes
to match the shape of the inner surface of the wall 8040 (e.g.,
if the inner surface of wall 8040 is non-cylindrical).

The projections 8058 can have a different height than the
center post 8056, that is to say that the projections can extend
downwardly from the cavity roof 8052 either farther than or
not as far as the center post. In the embodiment shown in FIG.
24, the projections and the center post have the same height.
FIG. 24 also depicts one pair of projections 8058 extending
from opposite sides of the center post 8056. Other embodi-
ments can include a set of three or more projections spaced
apart around the center post. Because the embodiment shown
in FIG. 24 incorporates a triangular shaped adjustable sole
portion 8010 having three pairs of varying height wall sec-
tions 8041, the projections 8058 each occupy about one-sixth
of the circumferential area around of the center post 8056. In
other words, each projection 8058 spans a roughly 60-degree
section (see FIG. 25D) to match the wall sections 8041 that
also each span a roughly 60-degree section of the circular wall
8040 (see FIG. 26 A). The projections 8058 do not need to be
exactly the same circumferential width as the wall sections
8041 and can be slightly narrower that the width of the wall
sections. The distance from the centerline axis of the screw
hole 8060 to the outer edge of the projections 8058 can be at
least as great as the inner radius of the circular wall 8040, and
desirably is at least as great as the outer radius of the circular
wall 8040 to provide a sufficient surface for the ends of the
wall sections 8041 to seat upon when the adjustable sole
portion 8010 is installed in the body 8002.

A releasable locking mechanism or retaining mechanism
desirably is provided to lock or retain the sole portion 8010 in
place on the club head at a selected rotational orientation of
the sole portion. For example, at least one fastener can extend
through the bottom wall 8012 of the adjustable sole portion
8010 and can attach to the recessed cavity 8014 to secure the
adjustable sole portion to the body 8002. In the embodiment
shown in FIG. 24, the locking mechanism comprises a screw
8016 that extends through the recessed screw hole 8030 in the
adjustable sole portion 8010 and into a threaded opening
8060 in the recessed cavity 8014 in the sole 8022 of the body
8002. In other embodiments, more than one screw or another
type of fastener can be used to lock the sole portion in place on
the club head.

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 24, the adjustable sole
portion 8010 can be installed into the recessed cavity 8014 by
aligning the outer rim 8034 with the cavity wall 8050. As the
outer rim 8034 telescopes inside of the cavity wall 8050, the
center post 8056 can telescope inside of the circular wall
8040. The matching shapes of the outer rim 8034 and the
cavity wall 8050 can align one of the three pairs of wall
sections 8041 with the pair of projections 8058. As the adjust-
able sole portion 8010 continues to telescope into the
recessed cavity 8014, one pair of wall sections 8041 will abut
the pair of projections 8058, stopping the adjustable sole
portion from telescoping any further into the recessed cavity.
The cavity wall 8050 can be deep enough to allow the outer
rim 8034 to freely telescope into the recessed cavity without
abutting the cavity roof 8052, even when the shortest pair of
wall sections 8041a, 80415 abuts the projections 8058. While
the wall sections 8041 abut the projections 8058, the screw
8016 can be inserted and tightened as described above to
secure the components in place. Even with only one screw in
the center, as shown in FI1G. 23D, the adjustable sole portion
8010 is prevented from rotating by its triangular shape and the
snug fit with the similarly shaped cavity wall 8050.
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As best shown in FIG. 23C, the adjustable sole portion
8010 can have a bottom surface 8012 that is curved (see also
FIG. 26B) to match the curvature of the leading surface por-
tion 8024 ofthe sole 8022. Inaddition, the upper surface 8017
of'the head of the screw 8016 can be curved (see FIG. 27B) to
match the curvature of the bottom surface of the adjustable
sole portion 8010 and the leading surface portion 8024 of the
sole 8022.

In the illustrated embodiment, both the leading edge sur-
face 8024 and the bottom surface 8012 of the adjustable sole
portion 8010 are convex surfaces. In other embodiments,
surfaces 8012 and 8024 are not necessarily curved surfaces
but they desirably still have the same profile extending in the
heel-to-toe direction. In this manner, if the club head 8000
deviates from the grounded address position (e.g., the club is
held at a lower or flatter lie angle), the effective face angle of
the club head does not change substantially, as further
described below. The crown-to-face transition or top-line
would stay relatively stable when viewed from the address
position as the club is adjusted between the lie ranges
described herein. Therefore, the golfer is better able to align
the club with the desired direction of the target line.

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 23D, the triangular sole
portion 8010 has a first corner 8018 located toward the heel
8005 of the club head and a second corner 8020 located near
the middle of the sole 8022. A third corner 8019 is located
rearward of the screw 8016. In this manner, the adjustable
sole portion 8010 can have a length (from corner 8018 to
corner 8020) that extends heel-to-toe across the club head less
than half the width of the club head at that location of the club
head. The adjustable sole portion 8010 is desirably positioned
substantially heelward of aline L (see FIG. 23D) that extends
rearward from the center of the striking face 8004 such that a
majority of the sole portion is located heelward of the line L..
Studies have shown that most golfers address the ball with a
lie angle between 10 and 20 degrees less than the intended
scoreline lie angle of the club head (the lie angle when the
club head is in the address position). The length, size, and
position of the sole portion 8010 in the illustrated embodi-
ment is selected to support the club head on the ground at the
grounded address position or any lie angle between 0 and 20
degrees less than the lie angle at the grounded address posi-
tion while minimizing the overall size of the sole portion (and
therefore, the added mass to the club head). In alternative
embodiments, the sole portion 8010 can have a length that is
longer or shorter than that of the illustrated embodiment to
support the club head at a greater or smaller range of lie
angles. For example, in some embodiments, the sole portion
8010 can extend past the middle of the sole 8022 to support
the club head at lie angles that are greater than the scoreline lie
angle (the lie angle at the grounded address position).

The adjustable sole portion 8010 is furthermore desirably
positioned entirely rearward of the center of gravity (CG) of
the golf club head, as shown in FIG. 23D. In some embodi-
ments, the golf club head has an adjustable sole portion and a
CG with a head origin x-axis (CGx) coordinate between
about —10 mm and about 10 mm and a head origin y-axis
(CGy) coordinate greater than about 10 mm or less than about
50 mm. In certain embodiments, the club head has a CG with
an origin x-axis coordinate between about -5 mm and about
5 mm, an origin y-axis coordinate greater than about 0 mm
and an origin z-axis (CGz) coordinate less than about O mm.
In one embodiment, the CGz is less than 2 mm.

The CGy coordinate is located between the leading edge
surface portion 8024 that contacts the ground surface and the
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point where the bottom wall 8012 of the adjustable sole
portion 8010 contacts the ground surface (as measured along
the head origin-y-axis).

The sole angle of the club head 8000 can be adjusted by
changing the distance the adjustable sole portion 8010
extends from the bottom of the body 8002. Adjusting the
adjustable sole portion 8010 downwardly increases the sole
angle of the club head 8000 while adjusting the sole portion
upwardly decreases the sole angle of the club head. This can
be done by loosening or removing the screw 8016 and rotat-
ing the adjustable sole portion 8010 such that a different pair
of wall sections 8041 aligns with the projections 8058, then
re-tightening the screw. In a triangular embodiment, the
adjustable sole portion 8010 can be rotated to three different
discrete positions, with each position aligning a different
height pair of wall sections 8041 with the projections 8058. In
this manner, the sole portion 8010 can be adjusted to extend
three different distances from the bottom of the body 8002,
thus creating three different sole angle options.

In particular, the sole portion 8010 extends the shortest
distance from the sole 8022 when the projections 8058 are
aligned with wall sections 8041a, 80415; the sole portion
8010 extends an intermediate distance when the projections
are aligned with wall sections 8041c, 8041d; and the sole
portion extends the farthest distance when the projections
8058 are aligned with wall sections 8041e, 8041/, Similarly,
in an embodiment of the adjustable sole portion 8010 having
a square shape, it is possible to have four different sole angle
options.

In alternative embodiments, the adjustable sole portion
8010 can include more than or fewer than three pairs of wall
sections 8041 that enable the adjustable sole portion to be
adjusted to extend more than or fewer than three different
discrete distances from the bottom of body 8002.

The sole portion 8010 can be adjusted to extend different
distances from the bottom of the body 8002, as discussed
above, which in turn causes a change in the face angle 30 of
the club. In particular, adjusting the sole portion 8010 such
that it extends the shortest distance from the bottom of the
body 8002 (i.e. the projections 8058 are aligned with sections
8041a and 80415) can result in an increased face angle or
open the face and adjusting the sole portion such that it
extends the farthest distance from the bottom of the body (i.e.
the projections are aligned with sections 8041e and 8041f)
can result in a decreased face angle or close the face. In
particular embodiments, adjusting the sole portion 8010 can
change the face angle of the golf club head 8000 about 0.5 to
about 12 degrees. Also, the hosel loft angle can also be
adjusted to achieve various combinations of square loft,
grounded loft, face angle and hosel loft. Additionally, hosel
loft can be adjusted while maintaining a desired face angle by
adjusting the sole angle accordingly.

It can be appreciated that the non-circular shape of the sole
portion 8010 and the recessed cavity 8014 serves to help
prevent rotation of the sole portion relative to the recessed
cavity and defines the predetermined positions for the sole
portion. However, the adjustable sole portion 8010 could have
a circular shape (not shown). To prevent a circular outer rim
8034 from rotating within a cavity, one or more notches can
be provided on the outer rim 8034 that interact with one or
more tabs extending inward from the cavity side wall 8050, or
vice versa. In such circular embodiments, the sole portion
8010 can include any number of pairs of wall sections 8041
having different heights. Sufficient notches on the outer rim
8034 can be provided to correspond to each of the different
rotational positions that the wall sections 8041 allow for.
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In other embodiments having a circular sole portion 8010,
the sole portion can be rotated within a cavity in the club head
to an infinite number of positions. In one such embodiment,
the outer rim of the sole portion and the cavity side wall 8050
can be without notches and the circular wall 8040 can com-
prise one or more gradually inclining ramp-like wall sections
(not shown). The ramp-like wall sections can allow the sole
portion 8010 to gradually extend farther from the bottom of
the body 8002 as the sole portion is gradually rotated in the
direction of the incline such that projections 8058 contact
gradually higher portions of the ramp-like wall sections. For
example, two ramp-like wall sections, each extending about
180-degrees around the circular wall 8040, can be included,
such that the shortest portion of each ramp-like wall section is
adjacent to the tallest portion of the other wall section. In such
an embodiment having an “analog” adjustability, the club
head can rely on friction from the screw 8016 or other central
fastener to prevent the sole portion 8010 from rotating within
the recessed cavity 8014 once the position of the sole portion
is seft.

The adjustable sole portion 8010 can also be removed and
replaced with an adjustable sole portion having shorter or
taller wall sections 8041 to further add to the adjustability of
the sole angle of the club 8000. For example, one triangular
sole portion 8010 can include three different but relatively
shorter pairs of wall sections 8014, while a second sole por-
tion can include three different but relatively longer pairs of
wall sections. In this manner, six different sole angles 2018
can be achieved using the two interchangeable triangular sole
portions 8010. In particular embodiments, a set of a plurality
of'sole portions 8010 can be provided. Each sole portion 8010
is adapted to be used with a club head and has differently
configured wall sections 8041 to achieve any number of dif-
ferent sole angles and/or face angles.

In particular embodiments, the combined mass of the
screw 8016 and the adjustable sole portion 8010 is between
about 2 and about 11 grams, and desirably between about 4.1
and about 4.9 grams. Furthermore, the recessed cavity 8014
and the projection 8054 can add about 1 to about 10 grams of
additional mass to the sole 8022 compared to if the sole had a
smooth, 0.6 mm thick, titanium wall in the place of the
recessed cavity 8014. In total, the golf club head 8000 (in-
cluding the sole portion 8010) can comprise about 3 to about
21 grams of additional mass compared to if the golf club head
had a conventional sole having a smooth, 0.6 mm thick,
titanium wall in the place of the recessed cavity 8014, the
adjustable sole portion 8010, and the screw 8016.

As used herein, “skirt” means a side portion of the club
head 2 between the crown 12 and the sole 14 that extends
across a periphery 34 of the club head, excluding the striking
surface 22, from the toe portion 28, around the rear portion 32,
to the heel portion 26.

Asused herein, “striking surface” means a front or external
surface of the striking face 18 configured to impact a golfball
(not shown). In several embodiments, the striking face or face
portion 18 can be a striking plate attached to the body 10 using
conventional attachment techniques, such as welding, as will
be described in more detail below. In some embodiments, the
striking surface 22 can have a bulge and roll curvature. For
example, referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the striking surface 22
can have a bulge and roll each with a radius of approximately
254 mm. As illustrated by FIG. 9, the average face thickness
907 for the illustrated embodiment is in the range of from
about 1.0 mm to about 4.5 mm, such as between about 2.0 mm
and about 2.2 mm.

The body 10 can be made from a metal alloy (e.g., an alloy
of titanium, an alloy of steel, an alloy of aluminum, and/or an
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alloy of magnesium), a composite material, such as a gra-
phitic composite, a ceramic material, or any combination
thereof (e.g., a metallic sole and skirt with a composite, mag-
nesium, or aluminum crown). The crown 12, sole 14, and skirt
16 can be integrally formed using techniques such as mold-
ing, cold forming, casting, and/or forging and the striking
face 18 can be attached to the crown, sole and skirt by known
means. For example, in some embodiments, the body 10 can
be formed from a cup-face structure, with a wall or walls
extending rearward from the edges of the inner striking face
surface and the remainder of the body formed as a separate
piece that is joined to the walls of the cup-face by welding,
cementing, adhesively bonding, or other technique known to
those skilled in the art.

For example, the striking face 18 can be attached to the
body 10 as described in U.S. Patent Application Publication
Nos. 2005/0239575 and 2004/0235584.

Referring to FIGS. 7 and 8, the ideal impact location 23 of
the golf club head 2 is disposed at the geometric center of the
striking surface 22. The ideal impact location 23 is typically
defined as the intersection of the midpoints of a height (H_)
and a width (W) of the striking surface 22. Both H, , and W
are determined using the striking face curve (S,,). The strik-
ing face curve is bounded on its periphery by all points where
the face transitions from a substantially uniform bulge radius
(face heel-to-toe radius of curvature) and a substantially uni-
formroll radius (face crown-to-sole radius of curvature) to the
body (see e.g., FIG. 8). In the illustrated example, H_, is the
distance from the periphery proximate to the sole portion of
S, to the periphery proximate to the crown portion of S|
measured in a vertical plane (perpendicular to ground) that
extends through the geometric center of the face (e.g., this
plane is substantially normal to the x-axis). Similarly, W__ is
the distance from the periphery proximate to the heel portion
of S, to the periphery proximate to the toe portion of S,
measured in a horizontal plane (e.g., substantially parallel to
ground) that extends through the geometric center of the face
(e.g., this plane is substantially normal to the z-axis). See
USGA “Procedure for Measuring the Flexibility of a Golf
Clubhead,” Revision 2.0 for the methodology to measure the
geometric center of the striking face. In some implementa-
tions, the golf club head face, or striking surface, 22, has a
height (H,,) between approximately 20 mm and approxi-
mately 45 mm, and a width (W) between approximately 60
mm and approximately 120 mm. In one specific implemen-
tation, the striking surface 22 has a height (H,,) of approxi-
mately 26 mm, width (W) of approximately 71 mm, and
total striking surface area of approximately 2050 mm? Addi-
tional specific implementations having additional specific
values for striking surface height (H,,), striking surface width
(W,,), and total striking surface area are described elsewhere
herein.

In some embodiments, the striking face 18 is made of a
composite material such as described in U.S. Patent Applica-
tion Publication Nos. 2005/0239575, 2004/0235584, 2008/
0146374, 2008/0149267, and 2009/0163291, which are
incorporated herein by reference. In other embodiments, the
striking face 18 is made from a metal alloy (e.g., an alloy of
titanium, steel, aluminum, and/or magnesium), ceramic
material, or a combination of composite, metal alloy, and/or
ceramic materials. Examples of titanium alloys include 3-2.5,
6-4, SP700, 15-3-3-3, 10-2-3, or other alpha/near alpha,
alpha-beta, and beta/near beta titanium alloys. Examples of
steel alloys include 304, 410, 450, or 455 stainless steel.

In still other embodiments, the striking face 18 is formed of
a maraging steel, a maraging stainless steel, or a precipita-
tion-hardened (PH) steel or stainless steel. In general, marag-



US 9,211,447 B2

17

ing steels have high strength, toughness, and malleability.
Being low in carbon, they derive their strength from precipi-
tation of inter-metallic substances other than carbon. The
principle alloying element is nickel (15% to nearly 30%).
Other alloying elements producing inter-metallic precipitates
in these steels include cobalt, molybdenum, and titanium. In
some embodiments, a non-stainless maraging steel contains
about 17-19% nickel, 8-12% cobalt, 3-5% molybdenum, and
0.2-1.6% titanium. Maraging stainless steels have less nickel
than maraging steels, but include significant amounts of chro-
mium to prevent rust.

An example of a non-stainless maraging steel suitable for
use in forming a striking face 18 includes NiMark® Alloy
300, having a composition that includes the following com-
ponents: nickel (18.00 to 19.00%), cobalt (8.00 to 9.50%),
molybdenum (4.70 to 5.10%), titanium (0.50 to 0.80%), man-
ganese (maximum of about 0.10%), silicon (maximum of
about 0.10%), aluminum (about 0.05 to 0.15%), calcium
(maximum of about 0.05%), zirconium (maximum of about
0.03%), carbon (maximum of about 0.03%), phosphorus
(maximum of about 0.010%), sulfur (maximum of about
0.010%), boron (maximum of about 0.003%), and iron (bal-
ance). Another example of a non-stainless maraging steel
suitable for use in forming a striking face 18 includes
NiMark® Alloy 250, having a composition that includes the
following components: nickel (18.00 to 19.00%), cobalt
(7.00to0 8.00%), molybdenum (4.70to 5.00%), titanium (0.30
to 0.50%), manganese (maximum of about 0.10%), silicon
(maximum of about 0.10%), aluminum (about 0.05 to
0.15%), calcium (maximum of about 0.05%), zirconium
(maximum of about 0.03%), carbon (maximum of about
0.03%), phosphorus (maximum of about 0.010%), sulfur
(maximum of about 0.010%), boron (maximum of about
0.003%), and iron (balance). Other maraging steels having
comparable compositions and material properties may also
be suitable for use.

In several specific embodiments, a golf club head includes
a body 10 that is formed from a metal (e.g., steel), a metal
alloy (e.g., an alloy of titanium, an alloy of aluminum, and/or
an alloy of magnesium), a composite material, such as a
graphitic composite, a ceramic material, or any combination
thereof, as described above. In some of these embodiments, a
striking face 18 is attached to the body 10, and is formed from
a non-stainless steel, such as one of the maraging steels
described above. In one specific example, a golf club head
includes a body 10 that is formed from a stainless steel (e.g.,
Custom 450® Stainless) and a striking plate 18 that is formed
from a non-stainless maraging steel (e.g., NiMark® Alloy
300).

In several alternative embodiments, a golf club head
includes a body 10 that is formed from a non-stainless steel,
such as one of the maraging steels described above. In some
of these embodiments, a striking face 18 is attached to the
body 10, and is also formed from a non-stainless steel, such as
one of the maraging steels described above. In one specific
example, a golf club head includes a body 10 and a striking
face 18 that are each formed from a non-stainless maraging
steel (e.g., NiMark® Alloy 300 or NiMark® Alloy 250).

When at normal address position, the club head 2 is dis-
posed at alie-angle 19 relative to the club shaft axis 21 and the
club face has a loft angle 15 (FIG. 2). Referring to FIG. 3,
lie-angle 19 refers to the angle between the centerline axis 21
of the club shaft and the ground plane 17 at normal address
position. Lie angle for a fairway wood typically ranges from
about 54 degrees to about 62 degrees, most typically about 56
degrees to about 60 degrees. Referring to FIG. 2, loft-angle 15
refers to the angle between a tangent line 27 to the club face
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18 and a vector normal to the ground plane 29 at normal
address position. Loft angle for a fairway wood is typically
greater than about 13 degrees. For example, loft for a fairway
wood typically ranges from about 13 degrees to about 28
degrees, and more preferably from about 13 degrees to about
22 degrees.

A club shaft is received within the hosel bore 24 and is
aligned with the centerline axis 21. In some embodiments, a
connection assembly is provided that allows the shaft to be
easily disconnected from the club head 2. In still other
embodiments, the connection assembly provides the ability
for the user to selectively adjust the loft-angle 15 and/or
lie-angle 19 of the golf club. For example, in some embodi-
ments, a sleeve is mounted on a lower end portion of the shaft
and is configured to be inserted into the hosel bore 24. The
sleeve has an upper portion defining an upper opening that
receives the lower end portion of the shaft, and a lower portion
having a plurality of longitudinally extending, angularly
spaced external splines located below the shaft and adapted to
mate with complimentary splines in the hosel opening 24.
The lower portion of the sleeve defines a longitudinally
extending, internally threaded opening adapted to receive a
screw for securing the shaft assembly to the club head 2 when
the sleeve is inserted into the hosel opening 24. Further detail
concerning the shaft connection assembly is provided in U.S.
Patent Application Publication No. 2010/0197424, which is
incorporated herein by reference.

For example, FIG. 28 shows an embodiment of a golf club
assembly that includes a club head 3050 having a hosel 3052
defining a hosel opening 3054, which in turn is adapted to
receive a hosel insert 2000. The hosel opening 3054 is also
adapted to receive a shaft sleeve 3056 mounted on the lower
end portion of a shaft (not shown in FIG. 28) as described in
U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2010/0197424. The
hosel opening 3054 extends from the hosel 3052 through the
club head and opens at the sole, or bottom surface, of the club
head. Generally, the club head is removably attached to the
shaft by the sleeve 3056 (which is mounted to the lower end
portion of the shaft) by inserting the sleeve 3056 into the hosel
opening 3054 and the hosel insert 2000 (which is mounted
inside the hosel opening 3054), and inserting a screw 4000
upwardly through an opening in the sole and tightening the
screw into a threaded opening of the sleeve, thereby securing
the club head to the sleeve 3056.

The shaft sleeve 3056 has a lower portion 3058 including
splines that mate with mating splines of the hosel insert 2000,
anintermediate portion 3060 and an upper head portion 3062.
The intermediate portion 3060 and the head portion 3062
define an internal bore 3064 for receiving the tip end portion
of the shaft. In the illustrated embodiment, the intermediate
portion 3060 of the shaft sleeve has a cylindrical external
surface that is concentric with the inner cylindrical surface of
the hosel opening 3054. In this manner, the lower and inter-
mediate portions 3058, 3060 of the shaft sleeve and the hosel
opening 3054 define a longitudinal axis B. The bore 3064 in
the shaft sleeve defines a longitudinal axis A to support the
shaft along axis A, which is offset from axis B by a predeter-
mined angle 3066 determined by the bore 3064. As described
in more detail in U.S. Patent Application Publication No.
2010/0197424, inserting the shaft sleeve 3056 at different
angular positions relative to the hosel insert 2000 is effective
to adjust the shaft loft and/or the lie angle.

In the embodiment shown, because the intermediate por-
tion 3060 is concentric with the hosel opening 3054, the outer
surface of the intermediate portion 3060 can contact the adja-
cent surface of the hosel opening, as depicted in FIG. 28. This
allows easier alignment of the mating features of the assem-
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bly during installation of the shaft and further improves the
manufacturing process and efficiency. FIGS. 29 and 30 are
enlarged views of the shaft sleeve 3056. As shown, the head
portion 3062 of the shaft sleeve (which extends above the
hosel 3052) can be angled relative to the intermediate portion
3060 by the angle 3066 so that the shaft and the head portion
3062 are both aligned along axis A. In alternative embodi-
ments, the head portion 3062 can be aligned along axis B so
that it is parallel to the intermediate portion 3060 and the
lower portion 3058.

Additional examples of the head shaft connection system
described in U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2010/
0197424 are shown in FIGS. 31-38. For example, FIG. 31
shows another embodiment of a golf club assembly that has a
removable shaft that can be supported at various positions
relative to the head to vary the shaft loft and/or the lie angle of
the club. The assembly comprises a club head 3000 having a
hosel 3002 defining a hosel opening 3004. The hosel opening
3004 is dimensioned to receive a shaft sleeve 3006, which in
turn is secured to the lower end portion of a shaft 3008. The
shaft sleeve 3006 can be adhesively bonded, welded or
secured in equivalent fashion to the lower end portion of the
shaft 3008. In other embodiments, the shaft sleeve 3006 can
be integrally formed with the shaft 3008. As shown, a ferrule
3010 can be disposed on the shaft just above the shaft sleeve
3006 to provide a transition piece between the shaft sleeve
and the outer surface of the shaft 3008.

The hosel opening 3004 is also adapted to receive a hosel
insert 200 (described in detail above), which can be posi-
tioned on an annular shoulder 3012 inside the club head. The
hosel insert 200 can be secured in place by welding, an
adhesive, or other suitable techniques. Alternatively, the
insert can be integrally formed in the hosel opening. The club
head 3000 further includes an opening 3014 in the bottom or
sole of the club head that is sized to receive a screw 400. The
screw 400 is inserted into the opening 3014, through the
opening in shoulder 3012, and is tightened into the shaft
sleeve 3006 to secure the shaft to the club head. The shaft
sleeve 3006 is configured to support the shaft at different
positions relative to the club head to achieve a desired shaft
loft and/or lie angle.

If desired, a screw capturing device, such as in the form of
an o-ring or washer 3036, can be placed on the shaft of the
screw 400 above shoulder 3012 to retain the screw in place
within the club head when the screw is loosened to permit
removal of the shaft from the club head. The ring 3036 desir-
ably is dimensioned to frictionally engage the threads of the
screw and has an outer diameter that is greater than the central
opening in shoulder 3012 so that the ring 3036 cannot fall
through the opening. When the screw 400 is tightened to
secure the shaft to the club head, as depicted in FIG. 31, the
ring 3036 desirably is not compressed between the shoulder
3012 and the adjacent lower surface of the shaft sleeve 3006.
FIG. 32 shows the screw 400 removed from the shaft sleeve
3006 to permit removal of the shaft from the club head. As
shown, in the disassembled state, the ring 3036 captures the
distal end of the screw to retain the screw within the club head
to prevent loss of the screw. The ring 3036 desirably com-
prises a polymeric or elastomeric material, such as rubber,
Viton, Neoprene, silicone, or similar materials. The ring 3036
can be an o-ring having a circular cross-sectional shape as
depicted in the illustrated embodiment. Alternatively, the ring
3036 can be a flat washer having a square or rectangular
cross-sectional shape. In other embodiments, the ring 3036
can have various other cross-sectional profiles.

The shaft sleeve 3006 is shown in greater detail in FIGS.
33-36. The shaft sleeve 3006 in the illustrated embodiment
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comprises an upper portion 3016 having an upper opening
3018 for receiving and a lower portion 3020 located below the
lower end of the shaft. The lower portion 3020 can have a
threaded opening 3034 for receiving the threaded shaft of the
screw 400. The lower portion 3020 of the sleeve can comprise
a rotation prevention portion configured to mate with a rota-
tion prevention portion of the hosel insert 200 to restrict
relative rotation between the shaft and the club head. As
shown, the rotation prevention portion can comprise a plural-
ity of longitudinally extending external splines 500 that are
adapted to mate with corresponding internal splines 240 of
the hosel insert 200. The lower portion 3020 and the external
splines 500 formed thereon can have the same configuration
as the shaft lower portion and splines 500.

The upper portion 3016 of the sleeve extends at an offset
angle 3022 relative to the lower portion 3020. As shown in
FIG. 31, when inserted in the club head, the lower portion
3020 is co-axially aligned with the hosel insert 200 and the
hosel opening 3004, which collectively define a longitudinal
axis B. The upper portion 3016 of the shaft sleeve 3006
defines a longitudinal axis A and is effective to support the
shaft 3008 along axis A, which is offset from longitudinal axis
B by offset angle 3022. Inserting the shaft sleeve at different
angular positions relative to the hosel insert is effective to
adjust the shaft loft and/or the lie angle, as further described
below.

As best shown in FIG. 36, the upper portion 3016 of the
shaft sleeve desirably has a constant wall thickness from the
lower end of opening 3018 to the upper end of the shaft sleeve.
A tapered surface portion 3026 extends between the upper
portion 3016 and the lower portion 3020. The upper portion
3016 of the shaft sleeve has an enlarged head portion 3028
that defines an annular bearing surface 3030 that contacts an
upper surface 3032 of the hosel 3002 (FIG. 31). The bearing
surface 3030 desirably is oriented at a 90-degree angle with
respect to longitudinal axis B so that when the shaft sleeve is
inserted in to the hosel, the bearing surface 3030 can make
complete contact with the opposing surface 3032 of'the hosel
through 360 degrees.

As further shown in FIG. 31, the hosel opening 3004 desir-
ably is dimensioned to form a gap 3024 between the outer
surface of the upper portion 3016 of the sleeve and the oppos-
ing internal surface of the club head. Because the upper por-
tion 3016 is not co-axially aligned with the surrounding inner
surface of the hosel opening, the gap 3024 desirably is large
enough to permit the shaft sleeve to be inserted into the hosel
opening with the lower portion extending into the hosel insert
at each possible angular position relative to longitudinal axis
B. For example, in the illustrated embodiment, the shaft
sleeve has eight external splines 500 that are received
between eight internal splines 240 of the hosel insert 200.
This allows the sleeve to be positioned within the hosel insert
at two positions spaced 180 degrees from each other, as
previously described.

Other shaft sleeve and hosel insert configurations can be
used to vary the number of possible angular positions for the
shaft sleeve relative to the longitudinal axis B. FIGS. 37 and
38, for example, show an alternative shaft sleeve and hosel
insert configuration in which the shaft sleeve 3006 has eight
equally spaced splines 500 with radial sidewalls 502 that are
received between eight equally spaced splines 240 of the
hosel insert 200. Each spline 500 is spaced from an adjacent
spline by spacing S, dimensioned to receive a spline 240 of
the hosel insert having a width W,. This allows the lower
portion 3020 of the shaft sleeve to be inserted into the hosel
insert 200 at eight angularly spaced positions around longi-
tudinal axis B. In a specific embodiment, the spacing S, is
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about 23 degrees, the arc angle of each spline 500 is about 22
degrees, and the width W, is about 22.5 degrees.

As can be appreciated, the assembly shown in FIGS. 31-38
permits a shaft to be supported at different orientations rela-
tive to the club head to vary the shaft loft and/or lie angle. An
advantage of the assembly of FIGS. 31-38 is that it includes
less pieces and therefore is less expensive to manufacture and
has less mass (which allows for a reduction in overall weight).
Golf Club Head Coordinates

Referring to FIGS. 6-8, a club head origin coordinate sys-
tem can be defined such that the location of various features of
the club head (including, e.g., a club head center-of-gravity
(CG) 50) can be determined. A club head origin 60 is illus-
trated on the club head 2 positioned at the ideal impact loca-
tion 23, or geometric center, of the striking surface 22.

The head origin coordinate system defined with respect to
the head origin 60 includes three axes: a z-axis 65 extending
through the head origin 60 in a generally vertical direction
relative to the ground 17 when the club head 2 is at normal
address position; an x-axis 70 extending through the head
origin 60 in a toe-to-heel direction generally parallel to the
striking surface 22, e.g., generally tangential to the striking
surface 22 at the ideal impact location 23, and generally
perpendicular to the z-axis 65; and a y-axis 75 extending
through the head origin 60 in a front-to-back direction and
generally perpendicular to the x-axis 70 and to the z-axis 65.
The x-axis 70 and the y-axis 75 both extend in generally
horizontal directions relative to the ground 17 when the club
head 2 is at normal address position. The x-axis 70 extends in
a positive direction from the origin 60 to the heel 26 of the
club head 2. The y-axis 75 extends in a positive direction from
the origin 60 towards the rear portion 32 of the club head 2.
The z-axis 65 extends in a positive direction from the origin
60 towards the crown 12.

An alternative, above ground, club head coordinate system
places the origin 60 at the intersection of the z-axis 65 and the
ground plane 17, providing positive z-axis coordinates for
every club head feature.

Asused herein, “Zup” means the CG z-axis location deter-
mined according to the above ground coordinate system. Zup
generally refers to the height of the CG 50 above the ground
plane 17.

In several embodiments, the golf club head can have a CG
with an x-axis coordinate between approximately —2.0 mm
and approximately 6.0 mm, such as between approximately
-2.0 mm and approximately 3.0 mm, a y-axis coordinate
between approximately 15 mm and approximately 40 mm,
such as between approximately 20 mm and approximately 30
mm, or between approximately 23 mm and approximately 28
mm, and a z-axis coordinate between approximately 0.0 mm
and approximately —12.0 mm, such as between approxi-
mately -3.0 mm and approximately —9.0 mm, or between
approximately —5.0 mm and approximately —8.0 mm. In cer-
tain embodiments, a z-axis coordinate between about 0.0 mm
and about —12.0 mm provides a Zup value of between
approximately 10 mm and approximately 19 mm, such as
between approximately 11 mm and approximately 18 mm, or
between approximately 12 mm and approximately 16 mm.
Referring to FIG. 1, in one specific implementation, the CG
x-axis coordinate is approximately 2.5 mm, the CG y-axis
coordinate is approximately 32 mm, the CG z-axis coordinate
is approximately —3.5 mm, providing a Zup value of approxi-
mately 15 mm. Additional specific implementations having
additional specific values for the CG x-axis coordinate, CG
y-axis coordinate, CG z-axis coordinate, and Zup are
described elsewhere herein.
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Another alternative coordinate system uses the club head
center-of-gravity (CG) 50 as the origin when the club head 2
is at normal address position. Each center-of-gravity axis
passes through the CG 50. For example, the CG x-axis 90
passes through the center-of-gravity 50 substantially parallel
to the ground plane 17 and generally parallel to the origin
x-axis 70 when the club head is at normal address position.
Similarly, the CG y-axis 95 passes through the center-of-
gravity 50 substantially parallel to the ground plane 17 and
generally parallel to the origin y-axis 75, and the CG z-axis 85
passes through the center-of-gravity 50 substantially perpen-
dicular to the ground plane 17 and generally parallel to the
origin z-axis 65 when the club head is at normal address
position.

Mass Moments of Inertia

Referring to FIGS. 6-8, golf club head moments of inertia
are typically defined about the three CG axes that extend
through the golf club head center-of-gravity 50.

For example, a moment of inertia about the golf club head
CG z-axis 85 can be calculated by the following equation

Iz~[(:2+yP)dm 2)

where x is the distance from a golf club head CG yz-plane to
an infinitesimal mass, dm, and y is the distance from the golf
clubhead CG xz-plane to the infinitesimal mass, dm. The golf
clubhead CG yz-plane is a plane defined by the golf club head
CG y-axis 95 and the golf club head CG z-axis 85.

The moment of inertia about the CG z-axis (Izz) is an
indication of the ability of a golf club head to resist twisting
about the CG z-axis. Greater moments of inertia about the CG
z-axis (Izz) provide the golf club head 2 with greater forgive-
ness on toe-ward or heelward off-center impacts with a golf
ball. In other words, a golf ball hit by a golf club head on a
location of the striking surface 18 between the toe 28 and the
ideal impact location 23 tends to cause the golf club head to
twist rearwardly and the golf ball to draw (e.g., to have a
curving trajectory from right-to-left for a right-handed
swing). Similarly, a golf ball hit by a golf club head on a
location of the striking surface 18 between the heel 26 and the
ideal impact location 23 causes the golf club head to twist
forwardly and the golf ball to slice (e.g., to have a curving
trajectory from left-to-right for a right-handed swing).
Increasing the moment of inertia about the CG z-axis (Izz)
reduces forward or rearward twisting of the golf club head,
reducing the negative effects of heel or toe mis-hits.

A moment of inertia about the golf club head CG x-axis 90
can be calculated by the following equation

Ix=[(P+22)dm

M

where y is the distance from a golf club head CG xz-plane to
an infinitesimal mass, dm, and z is the distance from a golf
clubhead CG xy-plane to the infinitesimal mass, dm. The golf
clubhead CG xz-plane is a plane defined by the golf club head
CG x-axis 90 and the golf club head CG z-axis 85. The CG
xy-plane is a plane defined by the golf club head CG x-axis 90
and the golf club head CG y-axis 95.

As the moment of inertia about the CG z-axis (Izz) is an
indication of the ability of a golf club head to resist twisting
about the CG z-axis, the moment of inertia about the CG
x-axis (Ixx) is an indication of the ability of the golf club head
to resist twisting about the CG x-axis. Greater moments of
inertia about the CG x-axis (Ixx) improve the forgiveness of
the golf club head 2 on high and low off-center impacts with
a golf ball. In other words, a golf ball hit by a golf club head
on a location of'the striking surface 18 above the ideal impact
location 23 causes the golf club head to twist upwardly and
the golf ball to have a higher trajectory than desired. Simi-
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larly, a golf ball hit by a golf club head on a location of the
striking surface 18 below the ideal impact location 23 causes
the golf club head to twist downwardly and the golf ball to
have a lower trajectory than desired. Increasing the moment
of inertia about the CG x-axis (Ixx) reduces upward and
downward twisting of the golf club head 2, reducing the
negative effects of high and low mis-hits.

Discretionary Mass

Desired club head mass moments of inertia, club head
center-of-gravity locations, and other mass properties of a
golf club head can be attained by distributing club head mass
to particular locations. Discretionary mass generally refers to
the mass of material that can be removed from various struc-
tures providing mass that can be distributed elsewhere for
tuning one or more mass moments of inertia and/or locating
the club head center-of-gravity.

Club head walls provide one source of discretionary mass.
In other words, a reduction in wall thickness reduces the wall
mass and provides mass that can be distributed elsewhere. For
example, in some implementations, one or more walls of the
club head can have a thickness (constant or average) less than
approximately 0.7 mm, such as between about 0.55 mm and
about 0.65 mm. In some embodiments, the crown 12 can have
a thickness (constant or average) of approximately 0.60 mm
or approximately 0.65 mm throughout more than about 70%
of the crown, with the remaining portion of the crown 12
having a thickness (constant or average) of approximately
0.76 mm or approximately 0.80 mm. See for example FIG. 9,
which illustrates a back crown thickness 905 of about 0.60
mm and a front crown thickness 901 of about 0.76 mm. In
addition, the skirt 16 can have a similar thickness and the wall
of'the sole 14 can have a thickness of between approximately
0.6 mm and approximately 2.0 mm. In contrast, conventional
club heads have crown wall thicknesses in excess of about
0.75 mm, and some in excess of about 0.85 mm. Thin walls,
particularly a thin crown 12, provide significant discretionary
mass compared to conventional club heads. For example, a
club head 2 made from an alloy of steel can achieve about 4
grams of discretionary mass for each 0.1 mm reduction in
average crown thickness. Similarly, a club head 2 made from
an alloy of titanium can achieve about 2.5 grams of discre-
tionary mass for each 0.1 mm reduction in average crown
thickness. Discretionary mass achieved using a thin crown
12, e.g., less than about 0.65 mm, can be used to tune one or
more mass moments of inertia and/or center-of-gravity loca-
tion.

For example, FIG. 5 illustrates a cross-section of the club
head 2 of FIG. 1 along line 5-5 of FIG. 2. In addition to
providing a weight port 40 for adjusting the club head mass
distribution, the club head 2 provides a mass pad 502 located
rearward in the club head 2.

To achieve a thin wall on the club head body 10, such as a
thin crown 12, a club head body 10 can be formed from an
alloy of steel or an alloy of titanium. Thin wall investment
casting, such as gravity casting in air for alloys of steel (FIG.
10) and centrifugal casting in a vacuum chamber for alloys of
titanium (FIG. 11), provides one method of manufacturing a
club head body with one or more thin walls.

Referring to FIG. 10, a thin crown made of a steel alloy, for
example between about 0.55 mm and about 0.65 mm, can be
attained by heating a molten steel (902) to between about
2520 degrees Fahrenheit and about 2780 degrees Fahrenheit,
such as about 2580 degrees. In addition, the casting mold can
be heated (904) to between about 660 degrees and about 1020
degrees, such as about 830 degrees. The molten steel can be
cast in the mold (906) and subsequently cooled and/or heat
treated (908). The cast steel body 10 can be extracted from the
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mold (910) prior to applying any secondary machining opera-
tions or attaching a striking face 18.

Alternatively, a thin crown can be made from an alloy of
titanium. In some embodiments of a titanium casting process,
modifying the gating provides improved flow of molten tita-
nium, aiding in casting thin crowns. For further details con-
cerning titanium casting, please refer to U.S. Pat. No. 7,513,
296, incorporated herein by reference. Molten titanium can
be heated (1002) to between about 3000 degrees Fahrenheit
and about 3750 degrees Fahrenheit, such as between about
3025 degrees Fahrenheit and about 3075 degrees Fahrenheit.
In addition, the casting mold can be heated (1006) to between
about 620 degrees Fahrenheit and about 930 degrees, such as
about 720 degrees. The casting can be rotated in a centrifuge
(1004) at a rotational speed between about 200 RPM and
about 800 RPM, such as about 500 RPM. Molten titanium can
be cast in the mold (1010) and the cast body can be cooled
and/or heat treated (1012). The cast titanium body 10 can be
extracted from the mold (1014) prior to applying secondary
machining operations or attaching the striking face.

Weights and Weight Ports

Various approaches can be used for positioning discretion-
ary mass within a golf club head. For example, many club
heads have integral sole weight pads cast into the head at
predetermined locations that can be used to lower, to move
forward, to move rearward, or otherwise to adjust the location
of'the clubhead’s center-of-gravity. Also, epoxy canbe added
to the interior of the club head through the club head’s hosel
opening to obtain a desired weight distribution. Alternatively,
weights formed of high-density materials can be attached to
the sole, skirt, and other parts of a club head. With such
methods of distributing the discretionary mass, installation is
critical because the club head endures significant loads during
impact with a golf ball that can dislodge the weight. Accord-
ingly, such weights are usually permanently attached to the
club head and are limited to a fixed total mass, which of
course, permanently fixes the club head’s center-of-gravity
and moments of inertia.

Alternatively, the golf club head 2 can define one or more
weight ports 40 formed in the body 10 that are configured to
receive one or more weights 80. For example, one or more
weight ports can be disposed in the crown 12, skirt 16 and/or
sole 14. The weight port 40 can have any of a number of
various configurations to receive and retain any of a number
of weights or weight assemblies, such as described in U.S.
Pat. Nos. 7,407,447 and 7,419,441, which are incorporated
herein by reference. For example, FIG. 9 illustrates a cross-
sectional view that shows one example of the weight port 40
that provides the capability of a weight 80 to be removably
engageable with the sole 14. Other examples of removable
weights 80 engageable with weight ports 40 are shown in,
e.g., FIGS. 13H, 14H, and 15B, which are described more
fully below. In some embodiments, a single weight port 40
and engageable weight 80 is provided, while in others, a
plurality of weight ports 40 (e.g., two, three, four, or more)
and engageable weights 80 are provided. The illustrated
weight port 40 defines internal threads 46 that correspond to
external threads formed on the weight 80. Weights and/or
weight assemblies configured for weight ports in the sole can
vary in mass from about 0.5 grams to about 10 grams, or from
about 0.5 grams to about 20 grams.

Inclusion of one or more weights in the weight port(s) 40
provides a customizable club head mass distribution, and
corresponding mass moments of inertia and center-of-gravity
50 locations. Adjusting the location of the weight port(s) 40
and the mass of the weights and/or weight assemblies pro-
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vides various possible locations of center-of-gravity 50 and
various possible mass moments of inertia using the same club
head 2.

As discussed in more detail below, in some embodiments,
a playable fairway wood club head can have a low, rearward
center-of-gravity. Placing one or more weight ports 40 and
weights 80 rearward in the sole as shown, for example, in
FIG. 9, helps desirably locate the center-of-gravity. In the
foregoing embodiments, a center of gravity of the weight 80
is preferably located rearward of a midline of the golf club
head along the y-axis 75, such as, for example, within about
40 mm of the rear portion 32 of the club head, or within about
30 mm of the rear portion 32 of the club head, or within about
20 mm of the rear portion of the club head. In other embodi-
ments shown, for example, in FIGS. 13-16, a playable fair-
way wood club head can have a center-of-gravity that is
located to provide a preferable center-of-gravity projection
on the striking surface 22 of the club head. In those embodi-
ments, one or more weight ports 40 and weights 80 are placed
in the sole portion 14 forward of a midline of the golf club
head along the y-axis 75. For example, in some embodiments,
acenter of gravity of one or more weights 80 placed in the sole
portion 14 of the club head is located within about 30 mm of
the nearest portion of the forward edge of the sole, such as
within about 20 mm of'the nearest portion of the forward edge
of'the sole, or within about 15 mm ofthe nearest portion of the
forward edge of the sole, or within about 10 mm ofthe nearest
portion of the forward edge of the sole. Although other meth-
ods (e.g., using internal weights attached using epoxy or
hot-melt glue) of adjusting the center-of-gravity can be used,
use of a weight port and/or integrally molding a discretionary
weight into the body 10 of the club head reduces undesirable
effects on the audible tone emitted during impact with a golf
ball.

Club Head Height and Length

In addition to redistributing mass within a particular club
head envelope as discussed immediately above, the club head
center-of-gravity location 50 can also be tuned by modifying
the club head external envelope. For example, the club head
body 10 can be extended rearwardly, and the overall height
can be reduced.

Referring now to FIG. 8, the club head 2 has a maximum
club head height (H_,) defined as the maximum above ground
z-axis coordinate of the outer surface of the crown 12. Simi-
larly, a maximum club head width (W _,,) can be defined as the
distance between the maximum extents of the heel and toe
portions 26, 28 of the body measured along an axis parallel to
the x-axis when the club head 2 is at normal address position
and a maximum club head depth (D_,,), or length, defined as
the distance between the forwardmost and rearwardmost
points on the surface of the body 10 measured along an axis
parallel to the y-axis when the club head 2 is at normal address
position. Generally, the height and width of club head 2
should be measured according to the USGA “Procedure for
Measuring the Clubhead Size of Wood Clubs” Revision 1.0.

In some embodiments, the fairway wood golf club head 2
has a height (H_,) less than approximately 55 mm. In some
embodiments, the club head 2 has a height (H_,) less than
about 50 mm. For example, some implementations of the golf
club head 2 have a height (H_,) less than about 45 mm. In
other implementations, the golf club head 2 has a height (H_,,)
less than about 42 mm. Still other implementations of the golf
club head 2 have a height (H_,) less than about 40 mm.

Some examples of the golf club head 2 have a depth (D_,,)
greater than approximately 75 mm. In some embodiments,
the club head 2 has a depth (D,,,) greater than about 85 mm.
For example, some implementations of the golf club head 2
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have a depth (D_,,) greater than about 95 mm. In other imple-
mentations, as discussed in more detail below, the golf club
head 2 can have a depth (D,,,) greater than about 100 mm.
Forgiveness of Fairway Woods

Golf club head “forgiveness” generally describes the abil-
ity of a club head to deliver a desirable golf ball trajectory
despite amis-hit (e.g., a ball struck at a location on the striking
surface 22 other than the ideal impact location 23). As
described above, large mass moments of inertia contribute to
the overall forgiveness of a golf club head. In addition, a low
center-of-gravity improves forgiveness for golf club heads
used to strike a ball from the turf by giving a higher launch
angle and a lower spin trajectory (which improves the dis-
tance of a fairway wood golf shot). Providing a rearward
center-of-gravity reduces the likelihood of a slice or fade for
many golfers. Accordingly, forgiveness of fairway wood club
heads, such as the club head 2, can be improved using the
techniques described above to achieve high moments of iner-
tia and low center-of-gravity compared to conventional fair-
way wood golf club heads.

For example, a club head 2 with a crown thickness less than
about 0.65 mm throughout at least about 70% of the crown
can provide significant discretionary mass. A 0.60 mm thick
crown can provide as much as about 8 grams of discretionary
mass compared to a 0.80 mm thick crown. The large discre-
tionary mass can be distributed to improve the mass moments
of'inertia and desirably locate the club head center-of-gravity.
Generally, discretionary mass should be located sole-ward
rather than crown-ward to maintain a low center-of-gravity,
forward rather than rearward to maintain a forwardly posi-
tioned center of gravity, and rearward rather than forward to
maintain a rearwardly positioned center-of-gravity. In addi-
tion, discretionary mass should be located far from the center-
of-gravity and near the perimeter of the club head to maintain
high mass moments of inertia.

For example, in some of the embodiments described
herein, a comparatively forgiving golf club head 2 for a fair-
way wood can combine an overall club head height (H_,,) of
less than about 46 mm and an above ground center-of-gravity
location, Zup, less than about 19 mm. Some examples of the
club head 2 provide an above ground center-of-gravity loca-
tion, Zup, less than about 16 mm.

In addition, a thin crown 12 as described above provides
sufficient discretionary mass to allow the club head 2 to have
avolume less than about 240 cm® and/or a front to back depth
(D,,) greater than about 85 mm. Without a thin crown 12, a
similarly sized golf club head would either be overweight or
would have an undesirably located center-of-gravity because
less discretionary mass would be available to tune the CG
location.

In addition, in some embodiments of a comparatively for-
giving golf club head 2, discretionary mass can be distributed
to provide a mass moment of inertia about the CG z-axis 85,
I, greater than about 300 kg-mm?> In some instances, the
mass moment of inertia about the CG z-axis 85, I, can be
greater than about 320 kg-mm?, such as greater than about
340 kg-mm? or greater than about 360 kg-mm? Distribution
of'the discretionary mass can also provide a mass moment of
inertia about the CG x-axis 90, I, greater than about 150
kg-mm? In some instances, the mass moment of inertia about
the CG x-axis 85, I_, can be greater than about 170 kg-mm?,
such as greater than about 190 kg-mm?>.

Alternatively, some examples of a forgiving club head 2
combine an above ground center-of-gravity location, Zup,
less than about 19 mm and a high moment of inertia about the
CG z-axis 85, 1. In such club heads, the moment of inertia

about the CG z-axis 85, I_, specified in units of kg-mm?,
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together with the above ground center-of-gravity location,
Zup, specified in units of millimeters (mm), can satisty the
relationship

=13 Zup+105.

Alternatively, some forgiving fairway wood club heads
have a moment of inertia about the CG z-axis 85,1, and a
moment of inertia about the CG x-axis 90, 1, specified in
units of kg-mm?, together with an above ground center-of-
gravity location, Zup, specified in units of millimeters, that

satisfy the relationship
I AL, =20-Zup+165.

As another alternative, a forgiving fairway wood club head
can have a moment of inertia about the CG x-axis, L, speci-
fied in units of kg-mm?, and, an above ground center-of-
gravity location, Zup, specified in units of millimeters, that

together satisfy the relationship
I =T7Zup+60.

Coefficient of Restitution and Center of Gravity Projection

Another parameter that contributes to the forgiveness and
successful playability and desirable performance of a golf
club is the coefficient of restitution (COR) of the golf club
head. Upon impact with a golf ball, the club head’s face plate
deflects and rebounds, thereby imparting energy to the struck
golf ball. The club head’s coefficient of restitution (COR) is
the ratio of the velocity of separation to the velocity of
approach. A thin face plate generally will deflect more than a
thick face plate. Thus, a properly constructed club with a thin,
flexible face plate can impart a higher initial velocity to a golf
ball, which is generally desirable, than a club with a thick,
rigid face plate. In order to maximize the moment of inertia
(MOI) about the center of gravity (CG) and achieve a high
COR, it typically is desirable to incorporate thin walls and a
thin face plate into the design of the club head. Thin walls
afford the designers additional leeway in distributing club
head mass to achieve desired mass distribution, and a thinner
face plate may provide for a relatively higher COR.

Thus, thin walls are important to a club’s performance.
However, overly thin walls can adversely affect the club
head’s durability. Problems also arise from stresses distrib-
uted across the club head upon impact with the golf ball,
particularly at junctions of club head components, such as the
junction of the face plate with other club head components
(e.g., the sole, skirt, and crown). One prior solution has been
to provide a reinforced periphery about the face plate, such as
by welding, in order to withstand the repeated impacts.
Another approach to combat stresses at impact is to use one or
more ribs extending substantially from the crown to the sole
vertically, and in some instances extending from the toe to the
heel horizontally, across an inner surface of the face plate.
These approaches tend to adversely affect club performance
characteristics, e.g., diminishing the size of the sweet spot,
and/or inhibiting design flexibility in both mass distribution
and the face structure of the club head. Thus, these club heads
fail to provide optimal MOI, CG, and/or COR parameters,
and as a result, fail to provide much forgiveness for off-center
hits for all but the most expert golfers.

In addition to the thickness of the face plate and the walls of
the golf club head, the location of the center of gravity also
has a significant effect on the COR of a golf club head. For
example, a given golf club head having a given CG will have
a projected center of gravity or “balance point” or “CG pro-
jection” that is determined by an imaginary line passing
through the CG and oriented normal to the striking face 18.
The location where the imaginary line intersects the striking
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face 18 is the CG projection, which is typically expressed as
a distance above or below the center of the striking face 18.
When the CG projection is well above the center of the face,
impact efficiency, which is measured by COR, is not maxi-
mized. It has been discovered that a fairway wood with a
relatively lower CG projection or a CG projection located at
or near the ideal impact location on the striking surface of the
club face, as described more fully below, improves the impact
efficiency of the golf club head as well as initial ball speed.
One important ball launch parameter, namely ball spin, is also
improved.

The CG projection above centerface ofa golf club head can
be measured directly, or it can be calculated from several
measurable properties of the club head. For example, using
the measured value for the location of the center of gravity
CG, one is able to measure the distance from the origin to the
CG along the Y-axis (CG,) and the distance from the origin
along the Z-axis (CGz). Using these values, and the loft angle
15 (see FIG. 2) of the club, the CG projection above center-
face is determined according to the following formula:

CG_projection=[CGy-CGz* Tan(Loft)]* Sin(Loft)+
CGz/Cos(Loft)
The foregoing equation provides positive values where the
CG projection is located above the ideal impact location 23,
and negative values where the CG projection is located below
the ideal impact location 23.

Fairway wood shots typically involve impacts that occur
below the center of the face, so ball speed and launch param-
eters are often less than ideal. This results because most
fairway wood shots are from the ground and not from a tee,
and most golfers have a tendency to hit their fairway wood
ground shots low on the face of the club head. Maximum ball
speed is typically achieved when the ball is struck at the
location on the striking face where the COR is greatest.

For traditionally designed fairway woods, the location
where the COR is greatest is the same as the location of the
CG projection on the striking surface. This location, however,
is generally higher on the striking surface than the below
center location of typical ball impacts during play. For
example, FIG. 20A shows a plot of the golf club head CG
projection, measured in distance above the center of its face
plate, versus the loft angle of the club head for a large collec-
tion of commercially available fairway wood golf club heads
of'several golf club manufacturers. As shown in FIG. 20A, all
of the commercially available fairway wood golf club heads
represented on the graph include a center of gravity projection
that is at least 1.0 mm above the center of the face of the golf
club head, with most of these golf clubs including a center of
gravity projection that is 2.0 mm or more above the center of
the face of the golf club head.

In contrast to these conventional golf clubs, it has been
discovered that greater shot distance is achieved by configur-
ing the club head to have a CG projection that is located near
to the center of the striking surface ofthe golf club head. Table
20B shows a plot of the golf club head CG projection versus
the loft angle of the club head for several embodiments of the
inventive golf clubs described herein. In some embodiments,
the golf club head 2 has a CG projection that is less than about
2.0 mm from the center of the striking surface of the golf club
head, i.e., =2.0 mm<CG projection<2.0 mm. For example,
some implementations of the golf club head 2 have a CG
projection that is less than about 1.0 mm from the center of the
striking surface of the golf club head (i.e., -1.0 mm<CG
projection<1.0 mm), such as about 0.7 mm or less from the
center of the striking surface of the golf club head (i.e., -0.7
mm=CG projection=0.7 mm), or such as about 0.5 mm or less
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from the center of the striking surface of the golf club head
(i.e., =0.5 mm=CG projection=0.5 mm).

In other embodiments, the golf club head 2 has a CG
projection that is less than about 2.0 mm (i.e., the CG projec-
tion is below about 2.0 mm above the center of the striking
surface), such as less than about 1.0 mm (i.e., the CG projec-
tion is below about 1.0 mm above the center of the striking
surface), or less than about 0.0 mm (i.e., the CG projection is
below the center of the striking surface), or less than about
-1.0 mm (i.e., the CG projection is below about 1.0 mm
below the center of the striking surface). In each of these
embodiments, the CG projection is located above the bottom
of the striking surface.

In still other embodiments, an optimal location of the CG
projection is related to the loft 15 of the golf club head. For
example, in some embodiments, the golf club head 2 has aCG
projection of about 3 mm or less above the center of the
striking surface for club heads where the loft angle is at least
15.8 degrees. Similarly, greater shot distance is achieved if
the CG projection is about 1.4 mm or less above the center of
the striking surface for club heads where the loft angle is less
than 15.8 degrees. In still other embodiments, the golf club
head 2 has a CG projection that is below about 3 mm above the
center of the striking surface for club heads where the loft
angle 15 is more than about 16.2 degrees, and has a CG
projection that is below about 2.0 mm above the center of the
striking surface for club heads where the loft angle 15is 16.2
degrees or less. In still other embodiments, the golf club head
2 has a CG projection that is below about 3 mm above the
center of the striking surface for golf club heads where the loft
angle 15 is more than about 16.2 degrees, and has a CG
projection that is below about 1.0 mm above the center of the
striking surface for club heads where the loft angle 15is 16.2
degrees or less. In still other embodiments, the golf club head
2 has a CG projection that is below about 3 mm above the
center of the striking surface for golf club heads where the loft
angle 15 is more than about 16.2 degrees, and has a CG
projection that is below about 1.0 mm above the center of the
striking surface for club heads where the loft angle 15 is
between about 14.5 degrees and about 16.2 degrees. In all of
the foregoing embodiments, the CG projection is located
above the bottom of the striking surface. Further, greater
initial ball speeds and lower backspin rates are achieved with
the lower CG projections.

For otherwise similar golf club heads, it was found that
locating the CG projection nearer to the center of the striking
surface increases the COR of the golf club head as well as the
ball speed values for balls struck by the golf club head. For
example, FIG. 21A is a contour plot of COR values for a high
COR fairway wood golf club head 180 having its CG projec-
tion near the center of the striking surface. Specifically, the
CG projection is 2 mm below (-2 mm in the z direction) the
center of the face and 2 mm toward the heel from the center of
the face (+2 mm inthe x direction). The golf club head 180 has
aloft of 16 degrees. The contour plot was constructed from 17
individual data points with the curves being fit to show
regions having the same COR values. The area demarcated by
the 0.82 COR line includes the point O mm, 0 mm, which is
the center of the striking face, Thus, the highest COR region
is approximately aligned with the center of the striking face of
the golf club head 180. The highest COR value for the golf
club head 180 is 0.825. Also, the area demarcated by the 0.81
COR line is large and shows that satisfactorily high COR is
achieved over a sizable portion of the striking face.

FIG. 21B is a contour plot similar to FIG. 21A, except
showing COR values for a comparative example high COR
fairway wood golf club head 182. For the comparative
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example fairway wood golf club head 182, the CG projection
is 7 mm above center (+7 mm in the z direction) and 10 mm
toward the heel (+10 mm in the x direction). The comparative
example golf club head 182 also has a loft of 16 degrees. By
comparison to FIG. 21A, it can be seen that the center of the
striking face (0 mm, 0 mm) for the comparative example golf
club head 182 is not within the highest COR region, which
means this desirable area of the striking face will be underuti-
lized.

FIG. 22A is a contour plot for the same golf club head 180
discussed above in relation to FIG. 21A, showing ball speed
values for balls struck by the golf club head in the region of
the center of the striking face. Nine points were used to
generate the curves of FIGS. 22A and 22B. A maximum ball
speed of 154.5 mph is achieved at a point within the 154 mph
contour line, which as seen in FIG. 22 A desirably contains the
0 mm, 0 mm center point.

FIG. 22B is similar to FIG. 22A, but shows ball speed for
balls struck by the comparative example golf club head 182
discussed above in relation to FIG. 21B. A maximum ball
speed of 151.8 mph is achieved, but only in a region that is
spaced away from the center of the face. Comparing F1G. 22A
to FIG. 22B, the golf club head 180 yields higher ball speeds
and has a larger sweet spot than the golf club head 182. If the
comparative example golf club head 182 is struck on center,
which is typically the golfer’s goal, the golfer will miss out on
the portion of the striking surface that can generate the highest
ball speed.

Increased Striking Face Flexibility

It is known that the coefficient of restitution (COR) of a
golf club may be increased by increasing the height H_ ofthe
striking face 18 and/or by decreasing the thickness of the
striking face 18 of a golf club head 2. However, in the case of
a fairway wood, hybrid, or rescue golf club, increasing the
face height may be considered undesirable because doing so
will potentially cause an undesirable change to the mass
properties of the golf club (e.g., center of gravity location) and
to the golf club’s appearance.

FIGS. 12-18 show golf club heads that provide increased
COR by increasing or enhancing the perimeter flexibility of
the striking face 18 of the golf club without necessarily
increasing the height or decreasing the thickness of the strik-
ing face 18. For example, FIG. 12A is a side sectional view in
elevation of a club head 200q having a high COR. Near the
face plate 18, a channel 2124 is formed in the sole 14. A mass
pad 210q is separated from and positioned rearward of the
channel 212a. The channel 2124 has a substantial height (or
depth), e.g., at least 20% of the club head height, H,,, such
as, for example, at least about 23%, or at least about 25%, or
at least about 28% of the club head height H,. In the illus-
trated embodiment, the height of the channel 2124 is about
30% of'the club head height. In addition, the channel 212« has
a substantial dimension (or width) in the y direction.

As seen in FIG. 12A, the cross section of the channel 212a
is a generally inverted V. In some embodiments, the mouth of
the channel has a width of from about 3 mm to about 11 mm,
such as about 5 mm to about 9 mm, such as about 7 mm in the
Y direction (from the front to the rear) and has a length of
from about 50 mm to about 110 mm, such as about 65 mm to
about 95 mm, such as about 80 mm in the X direction (from
the heel to the toe). The front portion of the sole in which the
channel is formed may have a thickness of about 1.25-2.3
mm, for example about 1.4-1.8 mm. The configuration of the
channel 2124 and its position near the face plate 18 allows the
face plate to undergo more deformation while striking a ball
than a comparable club head without the channel 212a,
thereby increasing both COR and the speed of golf balls
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struck by the golf club head. Too much deformation, however,
can detract from performance. By positioning the mass pad
210a rearward of the channel 2124, as shown in the embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 12A, the deformation is localized in the
area of the channel, since the club head is much stiffer in the
area of the mass pad 210a. As a result, the ball speed after
impact is greater for the club head 200a than for a conven-
tional club head, which results in a higher COR.

FIGS. 12B-12E are side sectional views in elevation simi-
lar to FIG. 12A and showing several additional examples of
club head configurations. The illustrated golf club head
designs were modeled using commercially available com-
puter aided modeling and meshing software, such as Pro/
Engineer by Parametric Technology Corporation for model-
ing and Hypermesh by Altair Engineering for meshing. The
golf club head designs were analyzed using finite element
analysis (FEA) software, such as the finite element analysis
features available with many commercially available com-
puter aided design and modeling software programs, or stand-
alone FEA software, such as the ABAQUS software suite by
ABAQUS, Inc. Representative COR and stress values for the
modeled golf club heads were determined and allow for a
qualitative comparison among the illustrated club head con-
figurations.

In the club head 2005 embodiment shown in FIG. 12B, a
mass pad 2105 is positioned on the sole 14 and the resulting
COR is the lowest of the five club head configurations in
FIGS. 12A-12E. In the club head 200c embodiment shown in
FIG. 12C, a mass pad 210c that is larger than the mass pad
21056 is positioned on the sole 14 in a more forward location
in the club head than the position of the mass pad 2105 in the
FIG. 13B embodiment. The resulting COR for the club head
200c¢ is higher than the COR for the club head 2004. By
moving the mass forward, the CG is also moved forward. As
a result, the projection of the CG on the striking face 18 is
moved downward, i.e., it is ata lower height, for the club head
200c¢ compared to the club head 2004.

In the club head 200d shown in FIG. 12D, the mass pad
210d is positioned forwardly, similar to the mass pad 210c¢ in
the club head 200c¢ shown in FIG. 12C. A channel or gap 2124
is located between a forward edge of the mass pad 2104 and
the surrounding material of the sole 14, e.g., because of the fit
in some implementations between the added mass and a chan-
nel in the sole, as is described below in greater detail. The
resulting COR in the club head 2004 is higher than the club
head 2005 or 200c.

In the club head 210e shown in FIG. 12E, the club head
200e¢ has a dedicated channel 212¢ in the sole, similar to the
channel 212a in the club head 2004, except shorter in height.
Theresulting COR in the club head 2004 is higher than for the
club head 200¢ but lower than for the club head 200a. The
maximum stress values created in the areas of the channels
212a and 212e while striking a golf ball for the club heads
210a, 210e are lower than for the club head 200d, in part
because the geometry of the channels 212a, 212¢ is much
smoother and with fewer sharp corners than the channel 2104,
and because the channel 2104 has a different configuration (it
is defined by a thinner wall on the forward side and the mass
pad on the rearward side).

Additional golf club head embodiments are shown in
FIGS.13A-H, 14A-H, 15A-B, and 16 A-C. Like the examples
shown in FIGS. 12A-E, the illustrated golf club heads provide
increased COR by increasing or enhancing the perimeter
flexibility of the striking face 18 of the golf club. For example,
FIGS. 13A-H show a golf club head 2 that includes a channel
212 extending over a portion of the sole 14 of the golf club
head 2 in the forward portion of the sole 14 adjacent to or near
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the striking face 18. The location, shape, and size of the
channel 212 provides an increased or enhanced flexibility to
the striking face 18, which leads to increased COR and char-
acteristic time (“CT”).

Turning to FIGS. 13A-H, an embodiment of a golf club
head 2 includes ahollow body 10 defining a crown portion 12,
a sole portion 14, and a skirt portion 16. A striking face 18 is
provided on the forward-facing portion of the body 10. The
body 10 can include a hosel 20, which defines a hosel bore 24
adapted to receive a golf club shaft. The body 10 further
includes a heel portion 26, toe portion 28, a front portion 30,
and a rear portion 32.

The club head 2 has a channel 212 located in a forward
position of the sole 14, near or adjacent to the striking face 18.
The channel 212 extends into the interior of the club head
body 10 and has an inverted “V” shape defined by a heel
channel wall 214, a toe channel wall 216, a rear channel wall
218, a front channel wall 220, and an upper channel wall 222.
In the embodiment shown, the upper channel wall 222 is
semi-circular in shape, defining an inner radius R, and outer
radius R,,, extending between and joining the rear channel
wall 218 and front channel wall 220. In other embodiments,
the upper channel wall 222 may be square or another shape. In
still other embodiments, the rear channel wall 218 and front
channel wall 220 simply intersect in the absence of an upper
channel wall 222.

The channel 212 has a length L, along its heel-to-toe ori-
entation, a width W, defined by the distance between the rear
channel wall 218 and the front channel wall 220, and a depth
D, defined by the distance from the outer surface of the sole
portion 14 at the mouth of the channel 212 to the uppermost
extent of the upper channel wall 222. In the embodiment
shown, the channel has a length L, of from about 50 mm to
about 90 mm, or about 60 mm to about 80 mm. Alternatively,
the length L, of the channel can be defined relative to the
width of the striking surface W_,. For example, in some
embodiments, the length of the channel L, is from about 80%
to about 120%, or about 90% to about 110%, or about 100%
of the width of the striking surface W_,. In the embodiment
shown, the channel width Wg at the mouth of the channel can
be from about 3.5 mm to about 8.0 mm, such as from about 4.5
mm to about 6.5 mm, and the channel depth Dg can be from
about 10 mm to about 13 mm.

The rear channel wall 218 and front channel wall 220
define a channel angle f§ therebetween. In some embodi-
ments, the channel angle § can be between about 10° to about
30°, such as about 13° to about 28°, or about 13° to about 22°.
In some embodiments, the rear channel wall 218 extends
substantially perpendicular to the ground plane when the club
head 2 is in the normal address position, i.e., substantially
parallel to the z-axis 65. In still other embodiments, the front
channel wall 220 defines a surface that is substantially paral-
lel to the striking face 18, i.e., the front channel wall 220 is
inclined relative to a vector normal to the ground plane (when
the club head 2 is in the normal address position) by an angle
that is within about +5° of the loft angle 15, such as within
about +3° of the loft angle 15, or within about +1° of the loft
angle 15.

In the embodiment shown, the heel channel wall 214, toe
channel wall 216, rear channel wall 218, and front channel
wall 220 each have a thickness 221 of from about 0.7 mm to
about 1.5 mm, e.g., from about 0.8 mm to about 1.3 mm, or
from about 0.9 mm to about 1.1 mm. Also, in the embodiment
shown, the upper channel wall outer radius R, is from about
1.5 mm to about 2.5 mm, e.g., from about 1.8 mm to about 2.2
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mm, and the upper channel wall inner radius R ; is from about
0.8 mm to about 1.2 mm, e.g., from about 0.9 mmto about 1.1
mm.

A weightport 40 is located on the sole portion 14 of the golf
club head 2, and is located adjacent to and rearward of the
channel 212. As described previously inrelation to FIG. 9, the
weight port 40 can have any of a number of various configu-
rations to receive and retain any of a number of weights or
weight assemblies, such as described in U.S. Pat. Nos. 7,407,
447 and 7,419,441, which are incorporated herein by refer-
ence. For example, FIGS. 13E-H show an example of a
weight port 40 that provides the capability of'a weight 80 to be
removably engageable with the sole 14. The illustrated
weight port 40 defines internal threads 46 that correspond to
external threads formed on the weight 80. Weights and/or
weight assemblies configured for weight ports in the sole can
vary in mass from about 0.5 grams to about 10 grams, or from
about 0.5 grams to about 20 grams. In an embodiment, the
body 10 of the golf club head shown in FIGS. 13A-H is
constructed primarily of stainless steel (e.g., 304,410,450, or
455 stainless steel) and the golf club head 2 includes a single
weight 80 having a mass of approximately 0.9 g. Inclusion of
the weight 80 in the weight port 40 provides a customizable
club head mass distribution, and corresponding mass
moments of inertia and center-of-gravity 50 locations.

In the embodiment shown, the weight port 40 is located
adjacent to and rearward of the rear channel wall 218. One or
more mass pads 210 may also be located in a forward position
onthe sole 14 of the golf club head 2, contiguous with both the
rear channel wall 218 and the weight port 40, as shown. As
discussed above, the configuration of the channel 212 and its
position near the face plate 18 allows the face plate to undergo
more deformation while striking a ball than a comparable
club head without the channel 212, thereby increasing both
COR and the speed of golf balls struck by the golf club head.
By positioning the mass pad 210 rearward of the channel 212,
the deformation is localized in the area of the channel 212,
since the club head is much stiffer in the area of the mass pad
210. As a result, the ball speed after impact is greater for the
club head having the channel 212 and mass pad 210 than for
a conventional club head, which results in a higher COR.

Turning next to FIGS. 14A-H, another embodiment of a
golf club head 2 includes a hollow body 10 defining a crown
portion 12, a sole portion 14, and a skirt portion 16. A striking
face 18 is provided on the forward-facing portion of the body
10. The body 10 can include a hosel 20, which defines a hosel
bore 24 adapted to receive a golf club shaft. The body 10
further includes a heel portion 26, toe portion 28, a front
portion 30, and a rear portion 32.

The club head 2 has a channel 212 located in a forward
position of the sole 14, near or adjacent to the striking face 18.
The channel 212 extends into the interior of the club head
body 10 and has an inverted “V” shape defined by a heel
channel wall 214, a toe channel wall 216, a rear channel wall
218, a front channel wall 220, and an upper channel wall 222.
In the embodiment shown, the upper channel wall 222 is
semi-circular in shape, defining an inner radius R, and outer
radius R,,, extending between and joining the rear channel
wall 218 and front channel wall 220. In other embodiments,
the upper channel wall 222 may be square or another shape. In
still other embodiments, the rear channel wall 218 and front
channel wall 220 simply intersect in the absence of an upper
channel wall 222.

The channel 212 has a length L, along its heel-to-toe ori-
entation, a width W, defined by the distance between the rear
channel wall 218 and the front channel wall 220, and a depth
D, defined by the distance from the outer surface of the sole
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portion 14 at the mouth of the channel 212 to the uppermost
extent of the upper channel wall 222. In the embodiment
shown, the channel has a length L, of from about 50 mm to
about 90 mm, or about 60 mm to about 80 mm. Alternatively,
the length L of the channel can be defined relative to the
width of the striking surface W_,. For example, in some
embodiments, the length of the channel L, is from about 80%
to about 120%, or about 90% to about 110%, or about 100%
of the width of the striking surface W_,. In the embodiment
shown, the channel width Wg at the mouth of the channel can
be from about 3.5 mm to about 8.0 mm, such as from about 4.5
mm to about 6.5 mm, and the channel depth Dg can be from
about 10 mm to about 13 mm.

The rear channel wall 218 and front channel wall 220

define a channel angle f§ therebetween. In some embodi-
ments, the channel angle § can be between about 10° to about
40°, such as about 16° to about 34°, or about 16° to about 30°.
In some embodiments, the rear channel wall 218 extends
substantially perpendicular to the ground plane when the club
head 2 is in the normal address position, i.e., substantially
parallel to the z-axis 65. In other embodiments, such as shown
in FIGS. 14A-H, the rear channel wall 218 is inclined toward
the forward end of the club head by an angle of about 1° to
about 30°, such as between about 5° to about 25°, or about 10°
to about 20°. In still other embodiments, the front channel
wall 220 defines a surface that is substantially parallel to the
striking face 18, i.e., the front channel wall 220 is inclined
relative to a vector normal to the ground plane (when the club
head 2 is in the normal address position) by an angle that is
within about +5° of the loft angle 15, such as within about £3°
of'the loft angle 15, or within about £1° of the loft angle 15.
In the embodiment shown, the heel channel wall 214, toe
channel wall 216, rear channel wall 218, and front channel
wall 220 each have a thickness of from about 0.7 mm to about
1.5 mm, e.g., from about 0.8 mm to about 1.3 mm, or from
about 0.9 mm to about 1.1 mm. Also, in the embodiment
shown, the upper channel wall outer radius R, is from about
1.5 mm to about 2.5 mm, e.g., from about 1.8 mm to about 2.2
mm, and the upper channel wall inner radius R , is from about
0.8 mm to about 1.2 mm, e.g., from about 0.9 mmto about 1.1
mm.
A plurality of weight ports 40—three are included in the
embodiment shown—are located on the sole portion 14 ofthe
golf club head 2, and are located adjacent to and rearward of
the channel 212. As described previously in relation to FIG. 9,
the weight ports 40 can have any of a number of various
configurations to receive and retain any of a number of
weights or weight assemblies, such as described in U.S. Pat.
Nos. 7,407,447 and 7,419,441, which are incorporated herein
by reference. For example, FIGS. 14A-H show examples of
weight ports 40 that each provide the capability of a weight 80
to be removably engageable with the sole 14. The illustrated
weight ports each 40 define internal threads 46 that corre-
spond to external threads formed on the weights 80. Weights
and/or weight assemblies configured for weight ports in the
sole can vary in mass from about 0.5 grams to about 10 grams,
or from about 0.5 grams to about 20 grams. In an embodi-
ment, the golf club head 2 shown in FIGS. 14A-H has a body
10 formed primarily of a titanium alloy (e.g., 3-2.5, 6-4,
SP700, 15-3-3-3, 10-2-3, or other alpha/near alpha, alpha-
beta, and beta/near beta titanium alloys), and includes three
tungsten weights 80 each having a density of approximately
15 g/ce and a mass of approximately 18 g. Inclusion of the
weights 80 in the weight ports 40 provides a customizable
club head mass distribution, and corresponding mass
moments of inertia and center-of-gravity 50 locations.
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In the embodiment shown, the weight ports 40 are located
adjacent to and rearward of the rear channel wall 218. The
weight ports 40 are separated from the rear channel wall 218
by a distance of approximately 1 mm to about 5 mm, such as
about 1.5 mm to about 3 mm. As discussed above, the con-
figuration of the channel 212 and its position near the face
plate 18 allows the face plate to undergo more deformation
while striking a ball than a comparable club head without the
channel 212, thereby increasing both COR and the speed of
golf balls struck by the golf club head. As a result, the ball
speed after impact is greater for the club head having the
channel 212 than for a conventional club head, which results
in a higher COR.

In FIGS. 15A-B and 16A-C, additional golf club head 2
embodiments include a slot 312 formed in the sole 14, rather
than the channel 212 shown in FIGS. 13A-H and 14A-H. The
slot 312 is located in a forward position of the sole 14, near or
adjacent to the striking face 18. For example, in some
embodiments a forwardmost portion of the forward edge of
the slot 312 is located within about 20 mm from the forward
edge of the sole 14, such as within about 15 mm from the
forward edge of the sole 14, or within about 10 mm from the
forward edge of the sole 14, or within about 5 mm from the
forward edge of the sole 14, or within about 3 mm from the
forward edge of the sole 14.

In some embodiments, the slot 312 has a substantially
constant width W, and the slot 312 is defined by a radius of
curvature for each of the forward edge and rearward edge of
the slot 312. In some embodiments, the radius of curvature of
the forward edge of the slot 312 is substantially the same as
the radius of curvature of the forward edge of the sole 14. In
other embodiments, the radius of curvature of each of the
forward and rearward edges of the slot 312 is from about 15
mm to about 90 mm, such as from about 20 mm to about 70
mm, such as from about 30 mm to about 60 mm. In still other
embodiments, the slot width W, changes at different loca-
tions along the length of the slot 312.

The slot 312 comprises an opening in the sole 14 that
provides access into the interior cavity of the body 10 of the
club head. As discussed above, the configuration of the slot
312 and its position near the face plate 18 allows the face plate
to undergo more deformation while striking a ball than a
comparable club head without the slot 312, thereby increas-
ing both COR and the speed of golf balls struck by the golf
club head. In some embodiments, the slot 312 may be covered
or filled with a polymeric or other material to prevent grass,
dirt, moisture, or other materials from entering the interior
cavity of the body 10 of the club head.

In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 15A-B, the slot 312
includes enlarged, rounded terminal ends 313 at both the toe
and heel ends of the slot 312. The rounded terminal ends 313
reduce the stress incurred in the portions of the club head near
the terminal ends of the slot 312, thereby enhancing the
flexibility and durability of the slot 312.

The slot 312 formed in the sole of the club head embodi-
ment shown in FIGS. 15A-B has a length L, along its heel-
to-toe orientation, and a substantially constant width W. In
some embodiments, the length L, of the slot can range from
about 25 mm to about 70 mm, such as from about 30 mm to
about 60 mm, or from about 35 mm to about 50 mm. Alter-
natively, the length L, of the slot can be defined relative to the
width of the striking surface W, For example, in some
embodiments, the length I, of the slot is from about 25% to
about 95% of the width of the striking surface W, such as
from about 40% to about 70% of the width of the striking
surface W . In the embodiment shown, the slot width W, can
be from about 1 mm to about 5 mm, such as from about 2 mm
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to about 4 mm. In the illustrated embodiment, the rounded
terminal ends 313 of the slot defines a diameter of from about
2 mm to about 4 mm.

In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 15A-B, the forward and
rearward edges of the slot 312 each define a radius of curva-
ture, with each of the forward and rearward edges of the slot
having a radius of curvature of about 65 mm. In the embodi-
ment shown, the slot 312 has a width W, of about 1.20 mm.

A plurality of weight ports 40—three are included in the
embodiment shown—are located on the sole portion 14 ofthe
golf club head 2. A center weight port is located between a
toe-side weight port and a heel-side weight port and is located
adjacent to and rearward of the channel 312. As described
previously in relation to FIG. 9, the weight ports 40 can have
any of a number of various configurations to receive and
retain any of a number of weights or weight assemblies, such
as described in U.S. Pat. Nos. 7,407,447 and 7,419,441,
which are incorporated herein by reference. For example,
FIGS. 15A-B show examples of weight ports 40 that each
provide the capability of a weight 80 to be removably engage-
able with the sole 14. The illustrated weight ports each 40
define internal threads 46 that correspond to external threads
formed on the weights 80. Weights and/or weight assemblies
configured for weight ports in the sole can vary in mass from
about 0.5 grams to about 10 grams, or from about 0.5 grams
to about 20 grams. In an embodiment, the golf club head 2
shown in FIGS. 15A-B has a body 10 formed primarily of a
titanium alloy (e.g., 3-2.5, 6-4, SP700, 15-3-3-3, 10-2-3, or
other alpha/near alpha, alpha-beta, and beta/near beta tita-
nium alloys), and includes three tungsten weights 80 each
having a density of approximately 15 g/cc and a mass of
approximately 18 g. Inclusion of the weights 80 in the weight
ports 40 provides a customizable club head mass distribution,
and corresponding mass moments of inertia and center-of-
gravity 50 locations.

In the embodiment shown, the weight ports 40 are located
adjacent to and rearward of the rear channel wall 218. The
weight ports 40 are separated from the rear channel wall 218
by a distance of approximately 1 mm to about 5 mm, such as
about 1.5 mm to about 3 mm. As discussed above, the con-
figuration of the channel 212 and its position near the face
plate 18 allows the face plate to undergo more deformation
while striking a ball than a comparable club head without the
channel 212, thereby increasing both COR and the speed of
golf balls struck by the golf club head. As a result, the ball
speed after impact is greater for the club head having the
channel 212 than for a conventional club head, which results
in a higher COR.

Three additional embodiments of golf club heads 2 each
having a slot 312 formed on the sole 14 near the face plate 18
are shown in FIGS. 16A-C. Each of these additional embodi-
ments includes a slot 312 that does not include the enlarged,
rounded terminal ends 313 of the FIG. 15A-B embodiments,
each instead having constant width, rounded terminal ends. In
the embodiment shown in FIG. 16 A, the slot 312 has a length
Lg of about 56 mm, and a width Wg of about 3 mm. The
forward edge of the slot 312 is defined by a radius of curvature
of about 53 mm, while the rearward edge of the slot 312 is
defined by a radius of curvature of about 50 mm. In the
embodiment shown in FIG. 16B, the slot 312 has a length L.g
of about 40 mm, and a width Wg of about 3 mm. The forward
edge ofthe slot 312 is defined by aradius of curvature of about
27 mm, while the rearward edge of the slot 312 is defined by
aradius of curvature of about 24 mm. Finally, in the embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 16C, the slot 312 has a length [.g of about
60.6 mm, and a width Wg of about 3 mm. The forward edge
of'the slot 312 is defined by a radius of curvature of about 69
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mm, while the rearward edge of the slot 312 is defined by a
radius of curvature of about 66 mm.

Further embodiments incorporate a club head 2 having a
shaft connection assembly like that described above in rela-
tion to FIGS. 28-30. In some embodiments, the club head 2
includes a shaft connection assembly and a channel or slot,
such as those described above in relation to FIGS. 12-16. For
example, FIGS. 39 and 40A-F show an embodiment of a golf
club head 2 having a shaft connection assembly that allows
the shaft to be easily disconnected from the club head 2, and
that provides the ability for the user to selectively adjust the
loft-angle 15 and/or lie-angle 19 of the golf club. The club
head 2 includes a hosel 20 defining a hosel bore 24, which in
turn is adapted to receive a hosel insert 2000. The hosel bore
24 is also adapted to receive a shaft sleeve 3056 mounted on
the lower end portion of a shaft (not shown in FIGS. 39 and
40A-F) as described in U.S. Pat. No. 8,303,431. A recessed
port 3070 is provided on the sole, and extends from the
bottom portion of the golf club head into the interior of the
body 10 toward the crown portion 12. The hosel bore 24
extends from the hosel 20 through the club head 2 and opens
within the recessed portion 3070 at the sole of the club head.

The club head 2 is removably attached to the shaft by the
sleeve 3056 (which is mounted to the lower end portion of the
shaft) by inserting the sleeve 3056 into the hosel bore 24 and
the hosel insert 2000 (which is mounted inside the hosel bore
24), and inserting a screw 4000 upwardly through the
recessed port 3070 and through an opening in the sole and
tightening the screw into a threaded opening of the sleeve,
thereby securing the club head to the sleeve 3056. A screw
capturing device, such as in the form of an o-ring or washer
3036, can be placed on the shaft of the screw 4000 to retain the
screw in place within the club head when the screw is loos-
ened to permit removal of the shaft from the club head.

The recessed port 3070 extends from the bottom portion of
the golf club head into the interior of the outer shell toward the
top portion of the club head (400), as seen in FIGS. 39 and
40A-F. In the embodiment shown, the mouth of the recessed
port 3070 is generally rectangular, although the shape and
size of the recessed port 3070 may be different in alternative
embodiments. The recessed port 3070 is defined by a port toe
wall 3072, a port fore-wall 3074, and/or a port aft-wall 3076,
as seen in FIG. 39. In this embodiment, a portion of the
recessed port 3070 connects to the channel 212 at an interface
referred to as a port-to-channel junction 3080, seen best in the
sections FIGS. 40D-F taken along section lines seen in FIG.
40A. In this embodiment, the portion of the channel 212
located near the heel portion of the club head 2 does not have
a distinct rear wall at the port-to-channel junction 3080 and
the port fore-wall 3074 supports a portion of the channel 212
located near the heel and serves to stabilize the heel portion of
the channel 212 while permitting deflection of the channel
212. Similarly, the port-to-channel junction 3080 may be
along the port aft-wall 3076 or the port toe wall 3072. Such
embodiments allow the recessed port 3070 and the channel
212 to coexist in a relatively tight area on the club head while
providing a stable connection and preferential deformation of
the portion of the channel 212 located toward the heel of the
club head.

As shown in FIGS. 40A-E, the channel 212 extends over a
portion of the sole 14 of the golf club head 2 in the forward
portion of the sole 14 adjacent to or near the striking face 18.
The channel 212 extends into the interior of the club head
body 10 and may have an inverted “V” shape, a length L, a
width W, and a depth D, as discussed above in relation to
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FIGS. 13A-H, for example. The channel 212 merges with the
recessed port 3070 at the port-to-channel junction 3080, as
discussed above.

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 40B, the channel width
W, is from about 3.5 mm to about 8.0 mm, such as from about
4.5 mm to about 7.0 mm, such as about 6.5 mm. A pair of
distance measurements L1 and [.2 are also shown in FIG.
40B, with L1 representing a distance from the toe channel
wall 216 to a point within the channel corresponding with the
port-to-channel junction 3080, and with L2 representing a
distance from a point representing an intersection of the upper
channel wall 222 and the toe channel wall 216 to a point on the
upper channel wall 222 adjacent to the bore for the screw
4000. In the embodiment shown, the L1 distance is about 58
mm and the L2 distance is about 63 mm.

Also shown in FIG. 40B are measurements for the port
width W, and port length L, which define the generally
rectangular shape of the recessed port 3070 in the illustrated
embodiment. The port width W, is measured from a midpoint
of the mouth of the port fore-wall 3074 to a midpoint of the
mouth of the port aft-wall 3076. The port length L, is mea-
sured from a midpoint of the heel edge of the recessed port
3070 to a midpoint of the mouth of the port toe wall 3072. In
the embodiment shown, the port width W, is from about 8 mm
to about 25 mm, such as from about 10 mm to about 20 mm,
such as about 15.5 mm. In the embodiment shown, the port
length L, is from about 12 mm to about 30 mm, such as from
about 15 mm to about 25 mm, such as about 20 mm.

In alternative embodiments, the recessed portion 3070 has
a shape that is other than rectangular, such as round, triangu-
lar, square, or some other regular geometric or irregular
shape. In each of these embodiments, a port width W, may be
measured from the port fore-wall 3074 to a rearward-most
point of the recessed port. For example, in an embodiment
that includes a round recessed port (or a recessed port having
arounded aft-wall), the port width W, may be measured from
the port fore-wall 3074 to a rearward-most point located on
the rounded aft-wall.

In several embodiments, a ratio W,/W, of the port width
W, to an average width of the channel W, may be from about
1.1 to about 20, such as about 1.2 to about 15, such as about
1.5 to about 10, such as about 2 to about 8.

Turning to the cross-sectional views shown in FIGS. 40C-
E, the transition from the area and volume comprising the
recessed port 3070 to the area and volume comprising the
channel 212 is illustrated. In FIG. 40C, the hosel opening
3054 is shown in communication with the recessed port 3070
via a passage 3055 through which the screw 400 of the shaft
attachment system is able to pass. In FIG. 40D, a bottom wall
3078 of the recessed port 3070 forms a transition between the
port fore-wall 3074 and the port aft-wall 3076. In FIG. 40E,
the port-to-channel junction 3080 defines the transition from
the recessed port 3070 to the channel 212.

Inthe embodiment shown in FIGS. 39 and 40A-E, a weight
port 40 is located on the sole portion 14 of the golf club head
2, and is located adjacent to and rearward of the channel 212.
As described previously in relation to FIG. 9, the weight port
40 can have any of a number of various configurations to
receive and retain any of a number of weights or weight
assemblies, such as described in U.S. Pat. Nos. 7,407,447 and
7,419,441, which are incorporated herein by reference. In the
embodiment shown, the weight port 40 is located adjacent to
and rearward of the rear channel wall 218. One or more mass
pads 210 may also be located in a forward position on the sole
14 of the golf club head 2, contiguous with both the rear
channel wall 218 and the weight port 40, as shown. As dis-
cussed above, the configuration of the channel 212 and its
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position near the face plate 18 allows the face plate to undergo
more deformation while striking a ball than a comparable
club head without the channel 212, thereby increasing both
COR and the speed of golf balls struck by the golf club head.
By positioning the mass pad 210 rearward of the channel 212,
the deformation is localized in the area of the channel 212,
since the club head is much stiffer in the area of the mass pad
210. As a result, the ball speed after impact is greater for the
club head having the channel 212 and mass pad 210 than for
a conventional club head, which results in a higher COR.
Mass Pads and High Density Weights

In the implementations shown in FIGS. 12A-E, discretion-
ary mass is added to the golf club head on an interior side of
the sole at a forward location. Thus, this location for added
discretionary mass, alone or in conjunction with other loca-
tions, produces playable golf club head configurations, in
addition to the rearward sole location described above.

As described, desired discretionary mass can be added in
the form of a mass pad, such as the mass pad 502 (see FIG. 5)
or the mass pads 210a, 2105, 210c¢, 2104, or 210e. FIGS. 17
and 18 show examples of different mass pad configurations.
In FIG. 17, added mass 250 is secured to the outside of the
sole 14 by one or more welds 252 in a mass pad configuration
similar to FIG. 12C. The welds 252 create a generally con-
tinuous interface between the added mass 250 and the sur-
rounding material of'the sole 14. Specifically, the added mass
is fitted into a channel 260 formed in the sole 14. In the
illustrated implementation, the channel 260 has a cross sec-
tion with a generally flat base 262 and sloping side surfaces
264, 266. In FIG. 17, it can be seen that the welds 252 have
united the added mass 250 with the sole 14 in the area of the
sloping side surface 264 and the base 262. Although there is
a region along the sloping side surface 266 where no weld
material is present, a substantial portion of that side surface
closest to the outer side of the sole 14 is united with the added
mass 250.

In FIG. 18, the added mass 250 is secured to the outside of
the sole by mechanical fasteners, such as using one or more
screws 254. As shown in FIG. 18, the screw 254, the tip or
distal end of which is visible, has been threaded through an
aperture in the added mass 250, through an aperture in the
base 262 of the channel 260 and through an attached boss 256
projecting from its inner side. This mechanical mounting of
the added mass 250 to the sole 14, although sufficiently
secure, does not result in the added mass 250 being united
with the sole 14 as a continuous interface. As can be seen,
there are gaps 258, 259 between the added mass 250 and the
sloping side surfaces 266, 264, respectively. In most cases, it
is only the inner side of the added mass 250 and the base 262
against which the added mass 250 is tightened that are in
continuous contact. Surprisingly, the flexible boundary pro-
vided by one or both of the gaps 258, 259 between the added
mass 250 and the sole 14 results in a higher COR: the COR is
about 0.819 for the relatively flexible boundary club head of
FIG. 18, which is higher than the COR of about 0.810 for the
relatively inflexible boundary or continuous interface of F1G.
17. Thus, the gap or gaps between the added mass 250 and the
adjacent sloping side surface 264 behave similar to a channel,
such as the channels 212a, 212d and 212e, and results in a
higher COR. It should be noted that the specific configuration
shown in FIG. 18 is just one example that yields a flexible
boundary, and that it would be possible to achieve the same
desirable results with other configurations that result in
attachment of the mass pad to the sole with at least one surface
of'the mass pad that is not secured to an adjacent portion of the
sole.
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In alternative embodiments, a mass pad or other high den-
sity weight is added to the body of a golf club by co-casting
the weight into the golf club head or a component of a club
head. For example, a mass pad or other high density weight
can be added to a golf club head by co-casting the mass pad
with the golf club head. In some embodiments, the mass
pad/high density weight is co-casted using a negative draft
angle in order to affix or secure the mass pad/high density
weight within the club head body. Moreover, in some embodi-
ments, the surface of the mass pad/high density weight is
coated with a thermal resistant coating prior to casting. The
thermal resistant coating on the surface of the weight acts as
a thermal barrier between two dissimilar materials (i.e., the
golf club body material and the material of the high density
weight), and prevents any reaction between the molten metal
of the club head body and the weight material. The coating
also promotes adhesion between the molten metal and the
weight by improving wetting of the molten metal on the
surface of the weight.

For example, as shown in FIGS. 19A-E, a high density
weight 250 is provided for co-casting with a body 10 of a golf
club head. The weight 250 is formed of a material having a
higher density than the material used to form the body 10 of
the golf club head. For example, in some embodiments, the
weight 250 is formed of a tungsten-containing alloy having a
density of from about 8 g/cc to about 19 g/cc. The weight 250
is formed having a negative draft, i.e., at least a portion of the
interior region has a larger cross-section or projected area
than the area of the exterior region opening. In other embodi-
ments, the weight 250 is formed having a projection, such as
a step, a ledge, a shoulder, a tab, or other member that causes
the weight 250 to have a cross-section, a projected area, or a
portion of the cross-section or projected area that extends
outward of the exterior region opening. In the embodiment
shown in FIG. 19A, the weight 250 has an interior surface 270
that has a larger projected area than the exterior surface 272,
whereby at least one of the sides 274 defines a negative draft
angle 276 or taper relative to the normal axis of the weight
250.

The surface of the high density weight 250 is preferably
coated with a thermal resistant coating 280, as shown in FIG.
19B. Depending upon the temperatures to be encountered
during the casting process, the coating 280 is preferably one
that is capable of providing thermal resistance over tempera-
tures in the range of from about 500° C. to about 1700° C. The
coating can contain multiple layers of materials, such as
metallic, ceramics, oxides, carbides, graphite, organic, and
polymer materials. For example, typical thermal barrier coat-
ings contain up to three layers: a metallic bond coat, a ther-
mally grown oxide, and a ceramic topcoat. The ceramic top-
coat is typically composed of yttria-stabilized zirconia (YSZ)
which is desirable for having very low conductivity while
remaining stable at nominal operating temperatures typically
seen in applications. This ceramic layer creates the largest
thermal gradient of the thermal resistant coating and keeps the
lower layers at a lower temperature than the surface. An
example of a suitable ceramic topcoat material is one that
contains about 92% zirconium oxide and about 8% yttrium
oxide in its outer layer. In the embodiments shown, the ther-
mal resistant coating 280 has a thickness of from about 0.1
mm to about 3.0 mm.

As noted above, the thermal resistant coating 280 provides
a thermal barrier that prevents the materials contained in the
high density weight 250 (e.g., tungsten, iron, nickel, et al.)
from reacting with the materials contained in the club head
body 10 (e.g., stainless steel alloys, carbon steel, titanium
alloys, aluminum alloys, magnesium alloys, copper alloys, or
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the like) during the co-casting process. These reactions may
cause unwanted gaps or other defects to occur, which gaps or
defects are inhibited or prevented by the thermal resistant
coating 280. In addition, the thermal coating 280 has been
observed to improve the wetting of the surface of the high
density weight 250 by the molten metal of the club head body
10 during the co-casting process, thereby also reducing the
occurrence of gaps or other defects.

A method of co-casting the high density weight 250 and
golf club head 10 will be described with reference to FIGS.
19A-E. Although the method is shown and described in ref-
erence to making a golf club head 10 of a metal wood style
golf club (e.g., a driver, fairway wood, etc.), the method may
also be practiced in the manufacture of an iron, wedge, putter,
orother style golf club head. The method may also be adapted
for use in the manufacture of other non-golf club related
items. Turning first to FIG. 19A, a high density weight 250 is
provided with one or more sacrificial handle bars 282. The
handle bar 282 is attached to or embedded within the high
density weight 250 in a manner that retains the ability to
remove the handle bar from the high density weight 250 at a
later point in the process, as described more fully below. The
high density weight 250 is then coated with a single-layer or
multiple-layer thermal resistant coating 280, as shown in FI1G.
19B. Depending upon the material used to construct the
handle bar 282, the handle bar 282 may also be coated with
the thermal resistant coating 280.

Once coated with the thermal resistant coating 280, the
high density weight 250 is embedded in a wax pattern 290
used in an investment casting process. See FIG. 19C. The
weight 250 is embedded in the wax pattern 290 in such a way
that the handle bar 282 extends outward from the wax pattern
290 and the embedded weight 250. The wax pattern 290 and
embedded weight 250 are then used to build a ceramic mold
(not shown) in which the handle bar 282 is securely embed-
ded, in a manner known to those skilled in the investment
casting art. The wax pattern 290 is then melted out of the
ceramic mold in a dewaxing process. The molten metal of the
golf club head 10 is then casted into the ceramic mold, where
it surrounds the embedded high density weight 250 and
solidifies after cooling. The ceramic shell is then removed to
release the casted components of the golf club head 10, still
including the exposed sacrificial handle bar 282 extending
from the high density weight 250, as shown in FIG. 19D. The
handle bar 282 is then removed via a cutting and/or polishing
process, and the remaining portions of the golf club head 10
are attached according to the specifications described else-
where herein, resulting in the finished golf club head shown in
FIG. 19E.

The foregoing method may be adapted to include multiple
high density weights 250 into one golf club head 10 simulta-
neously. Moreover, in other embodiments, the high density
weight 250 is placed in other locations within the mold or golf
clubhead 10. Unlike other methods for installing high density
weights or mass pads, there are no density or mechanical
property constraints relating to the materials used for the
weights, and no welding, deformation, or pressing of the
weight(s) is required for installation. Moreover, the shape and
size of the co-casted high density weight 250 may be varied to
obtain desired results. For example, whereas the high density
weight 250 shown in FIGS. 19A-E includes a generally trap-
ezoidal cross-sectional shape, weights that define a negative
draft angle over at least a portion of the exterior surface using
other alternative (i.e., non-trapezoidal) shapes are also pos-
sible.
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Characteristic Time

A golf club head Characteristic Time (CT) can be
described as a numerical characterization of the flexibility of
a golf club head striking face. The CT may also vary at points
distant from the center of the striking face, but may not vary
greater than approximately 20% ofthe CT as measured at the
center of the striking face. The CT values for the golf club
heads described in the present application were calculated
based on the method outlined in the USGA “Procedure for
Measuring the Flexibility of a Golf Clubhead,” Revision 2.0,
Mar. 25,2005, which is incorporated by reference herein in its
entirety. Specifically, the method described in the sections
entitled “3. Summary of Method,” “5. Testing Apparatus Set-
up and Preparation,” “6. Club Preparation and Mounting,”
and “7. Club Testing” are exemplary sections that are rel-
evant. Specifically, the characteristic time is the time for the
velocity to rise from 5% of a maximum velocity to 95% ofthe
maximum velocity under the test set forth by the USGA as
described above.

Examples 1 and 2

Table 1 summarizes characteristics of two exemplary
3-wood club heads that embody one or more of the above
described aspects. In particular, the exemplary club heads
achieve desirably low centers of gravity in combination with
high mass moments of inertia.

Example 1

Club heads formed according to the Example 1 embodi-
ment are formed largely of an alloy of steel. As indicated by
Table 1 and depending on the manufacturing tolerances
achieved, the mass of club heads according to Example 1 is
between about 210 g and about 220 grams and the Zup dimen-
sion is between about 13 mm and about 17 mm. As designed,
the mass of the Example 1 design is 216.1 g and the Zup
dimension 15.2 mm. The loft is about 16 degrees, the overall
club head height is about 38 mm, and the head depth is about
87 mm. The crown is about 0.60 mm thick. The relatively
large head depth in combination with a thin and light crown
provides significant discretionary mass for redistribution to
improve forgiveness and overall playability. For example, the
resulting mass moment of inertia about the CG z-axis (Izz) is
about 325 kg-mm?®.

Example 2

Club heads formed according to the Example 2 embodi-
ment are formed largely of an alloy of titanium. As indicated
by Table 1 and depending on the manufacturing tolerances
achieved, the mass of club heads according to Example 2 is
between about 210 g and about 220 grams and the Zup dimen-
sion is between about 13 mm and about 17 mm. As designed,
the mass of the Example 2 design is 213.8 g and the Zup
dimension 14.8 mm. The loft is about 15 degrees, the overall
club head height is about 40.9 mm, and the head depth is
about 97.4 mm. The crown is about 0.80 mm thick. The
relatively large head depth in combination with a thin and
light crown provides significant discretionary mass for redis-
tribution to improve forgiveness and overall playability. For
example, the resulting mass moment of inertia about the CG
z-axis (Izz) is about 302 kg-mm?.

Overview of Examples 1 and 2

Both of these examples provide improved playability com-
pared to conventional fairway woods, in part by providing
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desirable combinations of low CG position, e.g., a Zup
dimension less than about 16 mm, and high moments of
inertia, e.g., I greater than about 300 kg-mm?, I__greater
than about 170 kg-mm?, and a shallow head height, e.g., less

44
2, measurements of COR are given for the center of the club
face and at four other locations, each spaced by 7.5 mm from
center of the club face along the horizontal and vertical axes.

than about 46 mm. Such examples are possible, in part, 3 TABLE 2
because they incorporate an increased head depth, e.g., )

. . . . . Distance of COR forclub  COR for club COR for
greater than about 85 mm, in combination with a thinner, meastrement head with mass head with mass comparable
lighter crown compared to conventional fairway woods. location from pad attached to  pad attached  conventional
These features provide significant discretionary mass for center of club face sole by welding ~ with screws  club head
achieving desirable characteristics, such as, for example, high 10 081 0.82 079
moments of inertia and low CG. 7.5 mm toward heel 0.80 0.80 0.78

7.5 mm toward toe 0.80 0.81 0.78
TABLE 1 7.5 mm toward crown 0.79 0.79 0.79
7.5 mm toward sole 0.78 0.80 0.75
Exemplary 15
Embodiment Unit Example 1 Example 2 .
fmpodimen o ampe xampe For a sample of five parts, the golf club heads having added
Mass g 216.1 213.8 weight attached by welding showed an average COR of 0.81
Volume co 181.0 204.0 and an average characteristic time (CT) of 241 ps. Also for a
gg§ EIIE 3?; ;;Z sample of five parts, the club heads having added weight
CGZ mm _3.54 472 20 attached with screws had an average COR of 0.82 and an
Z Up mm 15.2 14.8 average CT of 252 ps.
i?ﬁ ;g S ;; S Simulation results confirmed these empirical findings. In
F;ece Height m 263 0% simulated results, a golf club head in which the added weight
Head Height mm 38 409 is mechanically attached, resulting in a flexible boundary,
Face Thickness mm 2.00 2.30 25 yielded a higher COR than a golf club head in which the
Crown Thickness mm 0.60 0.80 added weight was welded to the sole without a flexible bound-
Sole Thickness mm 1.00 2.50
ary.
Example A through J
Example 3 30
As noted above, several of the illustrated golf club head
Referring to Table 2, golf club heads with added weight designs were modeled using commercially available com-
attached mechanically to the sole (e.g., as in FIG. 18) showed puter aided modeling software. Table 3 below summarizes
higher COR values than golf club heads having added weight characteristics of several exemplary 3-wood club heads that
attached to the sole by welding (e.g., as in FIG. 17). In Table embody one or more of the above described aspects.
TABLE 3
Units  Example A  Example B Example C  Example D  Example E
Mass g 214 214 214 216 216.3
Volume ce 197 210 184 195 199
CGX mm 4.8 2.4 2.23 4 1.3
CGY mm 30.1 23.8 233 24.0 28.6
CGZ mm -89 -6.99 -6.6 -7.45 -7.91
ZUp mm 12.7 14.5 149 14.1 13.6
Loft ° 16 16.8 17.3 154 16
Lie ° 57.5 56.5 56.8 58.5 58
Face Height ~ mm 37.9 39.4 39.4 39.4 39.4
Head Height ~ mm 39.1 42.6 42.6 2.8 42.6
Head Depth  mm 100.9 84.8 85.5 87.4 89.0
CG Projection mm -0.2 0.2 0.6 -0.8 0.3
Body Material SS Ti alloy Ti alloy Ti alloy Ti alloy
Channel/Slot N/A N/A N/A N/A FIG. 14
Units  ExampleF  Example G Example H = Example I Example J
Mass g 213.5 210.2 211 214.4 214.5
Volume ce 191.2 206.2 203 192 192
CGX mm 2.54 0.84 1.9 2.1 23
CGY mm 21.4 25.7 223 21.8 21.7
CGZ mm -54 -7.29 -7.6 -5.52 -5.79
ZUp mm 16.1 14.2 139 16 15.7
Loft ° 16 16 16 16 16
Lie ° 58 58 58 58 58
Face Height ~ mm 39.4 39.4 39.4 39.4 39.4
Head Height ~ mm 2.8 42.8 42.8 2.6 42.6
Head Depth  mm 87.3 93.1 93.1 89.3 89.3
CG Projection mm 0.7 0.1 -1.2 0.7 0.4
Body Material Steel Ti alloy Ti alloy SS SS
Channel/Slot FIG. 13 FIG. 14 FIG. 15 FIG.16B  FIG.16B
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As shown in Table 3, Examples A through D describe
embodiments of club heads that do not include a slot or
channel formed in the sole of the club head. Examples E
through J, on the other hand, each include a slot or channel of
one of the types described above in relation to FIGS. 13-16.
Each of these exemplary club heads is included in the plot
shown in FIG. 20B, which shows relationships between the
club head CG projection and the static loft of the inventive
golf club heads described herein.

Example K through T

Several golf club head were constructed and analyzed.
Table 4 below summarizes characteristics of several exem-
plary 3-wood club heads that embody one or more of the
above described aspects.
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As shown in Table 4, each of Examples K through T includes
a slot or channel of one of the types described above in
relation to FIGS. 14-17. Each of these exemplary club heads
is included in the plot shown in FIG. 20B, which shows
relationships between the club head CG projection and the
static loft of the inventive golf club heads described herein.

Sole Channel

The following study illustrates the effect of forming a
channel in the sole near or adjacent to the face of a fairway
wood golf club. Two golf club heads having the general
design shown in FIG. 12A were constructed. The body por-
tions of the club heads were formed primarily of stainless
steel (custom 450SS). The center face characteristic time
(CT) and balance point coefficient of restitution (COR) were

TABLE 4 measured on each of the two heads. The channel of each ofthe
Exam- Exam- Exam- Exam- club heads were then filled with DP420 epoxy adhesive (3M
Units  pleK pleL ple M pleN Corp.) and the same CT and COR measurements were
Mass . 144 143 16,0 18 repeate.:d. Each head was measur.ed three? times befqre and
Volume ce 193.8 193.8 1914 three times after the epoxy adhesive was introduced into the
channel. The measurements are shown below in Table 5:
TABLE 5
Measurements Measurements
w/o Epoxy with Epoxy
Head Mass Mass Change
D (2 CT COR  (g) CT COR CT COR
44300 210 1 228 227 0.810 210 1 221 219 0.805 -8 -0.005
2 226 2 219
3 228 3 218
44301 2094 1 235 233 0.808 2094 1 224 223 0803 -10 -0.005
2 232 2 223
30232 30 222
TABLE 4-continued 40 ] ] ] o
From the information presented in Table 5 it is seen that the
cox o 23 30 03 21 unfilled channel produces a COR that is 0.005 higher than the
CGY mm 22.1 22.1 29.7 25.8 P 8
CcGZ mm 54 50 280 77 filled channel for both heads tested. Note that the mass was
Z Up mm 16.2 16.6 13.6 139 kept constant by placing lead tape on the sole of the heads
i?ﬁ ;g ;g ég'g ;g 45 when tested before the epoxy adhesive was introduced into
1€
Face Height mm 352 35.2 36.0 the channel.
Head Height mm 43 43 42.3 The epoxy adhesive is not a perfectly rigid material. For
Head Depth mm 914 91.4 91.2 ..
CG Projection  mm 0.9 L3 Zol ~03 example, the modulus of elasticity of the DP420 epoxy adhe-
Body Material Ss Ss TiAlloy TiAlley sive is approximately 2.3 GPa, as compared to the modulus of
Channel/Slot FIG.16B  FIG.16B  FIG.14  FIG. 14 elasticity of the stainless steel (Custom 450SS), which is
Exam- Exam- Exam- Exam- approximately 193 GPa. As a result, the ﬁlled channel is still
Units  ple O pleP pleQ pleR able to deflect during ball impact. This suggests that the
v o5 aa o o increase in CT and COR due to the presence of the channel on
Voiflsme fc : : 1873 1865 55 thesoleofthe clubheadis even greater than illustrated by the
CGX mm -0.6 0.2 -15 -02 data contained in Table 5.
CGY mm 21.9 233 277 26.1 Sole Slot
Gz mm -7.1 -5.9 -7.8 102 oleslo
ZUp mm 13.4 143 15.2 13.5 The following study illustrates the effect of forming a
Loft ° 15.2 15.1 15.8 16.1 . . .
Lie . o s s 5o o curved slotin the sole near or adjacent to the face of a fairway
Face Height mm 36.2 34.1 35.9 wood golf club. A Burner Superfast 2.0 fairway wood (3-15°)
Head Height mm 2.7 419 42.0 was used in the study. Five club heads were measured for
Head Depth mm 95.9 91.3 924 center face characteristic time (CT) and balance point coef-
CG Projection mm -1.1 0.4 0.0 -2.6 . e s
Body Material TiAlloy TiAlloy TiAlloy TiAlloy ficient of resptutlon (COR) 1F)oth before and after machlmng a
Channel/Slot FIG.15 TFIG. 15 TFIG.17 Fic. 17 65 curved slot in the sole having the general design shown in

FIGS.15A-B. The results of the measurements are reported in
Table 6 below:
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TABLE 6
Before Slot After Slot
Head ID CT COR CT Change COR Change
43303 195 0.787 218 23 0.802 0.015
43563 193 0.791 211 18 0.801 0.010
43678 192 0.792 214 22 0.800 0.008
46193 194 0.792 217 23 0.804 0.012
46194 196 0.793 219 23 0.802 0.009
Average 194 0.791 216 22 0.802 0.011

From the information presented in Table 6 it is seen that the
club heads had an average CT increase of 22 and an average
COR increase 0of 0.011 after forming a curved slot in the sole
of'the club head. The slotted club heads proved to be durable
after being submitted to endurance testing.

Additional COR testing was performed on Head 1D 43563
from Table 6. The testing included measuring COR at several
locations on the striking face of the club head. The results are
shown below in table 7.

TABLE 7
Measured COR
Face Location Before Slot After Slot Change
Balance Point 0.791 0.800 0.015
10 mm sole 0.765 0.782 0.017
10 mm toe 0.769 0.775 0.006
10 mm heel 0.767 0.766 -0.001
5 mm crown 0.783 0.788 0.005
AVERAGE 0.775 0.782 0.007

From the information presented in Table 7 it is seen that

there was an average COR increase of 0.007 for the locations
measured. The most significant increase 0f 0.017 COR points
was at the low face location. This location is the nearest to the
slot formed in the sole of the club head, and is therefore most
influenced by the increased flexibility at the boundary condi-
tion of the bottom of the face.
Comparison of Slot, Channel, and No Slot/No Channel Clubs
The following study provides a comparison of the perfor-
mance of three golf club heads having very similar properties,
with one ofthe clubs having a channel formed in the sole (e.g.,
the design shown in FIG. 13A-H), a second having a slot
formed in the sole (e.g., the design shown in FIG. 16B), and
a third having no slot or channel. The club heads were con-
structed of stainless steel (custom 450SS). The COR mea-
surements for the three club heads are shown below in Table
8:

TABLE 8

Measured COR (change from No Slot/

COR Channel in brackets)

Measurement No Slot/

Location No Channel Channel Slot
Balance Point 0.799 0.812  [0.013] 0.803  [0.004]
Center Face 0.798 0.811 [0.013] 0.806  [0.008]
0, 7.5 mm heel 0.792 0.808 [0.016] 0.796  [0.004]
0, 7.5 mm toe 0.775 0.776 ~ [0.001] 0.776  [0.001]
0, 7.5 mm sole 0.772 0.788  [0.016] 0.793  [0.021]
0, 7.5 mm crown 0.770 0.775  [0.005] 0.759 [-0.011]
AVERAGE 0.784 0.795 [0.011] 0.789  [0.005]
Face thickness 1.90 mm 2.05 mm 2.00 mm

As noted in Table 8, the face thickness of the sample club
heads were different, with the channel sole having the thickest
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face and the regular (no slot, no channel) sole having the
thinnest face. It would be expected that the thicker face of the
club heads having a channel and a slot (relative to the no
slot/no channel sole) would tend to cause the measured COR
to decrease relative to the measured COR of the No Slot/No
Channel sole. Accordingly, the data presented in Table 8
supports the conclusion that the channel and slot features
formed in the identified club heads provide additional sole
flexibility leading to an increase in the COR of the club head.

Player Testing

Player testing was conducted to compare the performance
of the inventive golf clubs to a current, commercially avail-
able golf club. Golf clubs according to Examples K and L
were constructed and compared to a TaylorMade Burner
Superfast 2.0 golf club. The head properties of these three golf
clubs are presented in Table 9 below.

TABLE 9
Burner
Units  Superfast 2.0  Example K Example L

Mass g 212.0 214.4 214.3
Volume cc 194.1 193.8 193.8
Delta 1 mm -12.2 -8.9 -89
Delta 2 mm 30.8 30.0 29.6
Delta 3 mm 60.0 56.6 55.9
CGX mm 14 2.3 3.0
CGY mm 27.1 22.1 221
CGZ mm -4.1 -54 -5.0
ZUp mm 17.0 16.2 16.6
Loft ° 15.8 16 16
Lie ° 58 58 58
Face Height mm 344 35.2 352
Head Height mm 42.5 43 43
Head Depth mm 93.1 914 914
CG Projection mm 34 0.9 13
Body Material SS SS SS
Channel/Slot N/A FIG. 16B FIG. 16B

The information in Table 9 shows that the Example K and L.
clubs include a CG that is located significantly lower and
forward in relation to the CG location of the Burner Superfast
2.0 golf club, thereby providing a CG projection that is sig-
nificantly lower on the club face. The static loft of the inven-
tive club heads are approximately equal to that of the Burner
Superfast 2.0 comparison club. Accordingly, changes in the
spin and launch angle would be associated with differences in
dynamic loft, which is verifiable by player testing.

Head-to-head player tests were conducted to compare the
performance of the Burner Superfast 2.0 to the two inventive
clubs listed in Table 9. The testing showed that the inventive
golf clubs (Examples K and L) provided significantly more
distance (carry and total), less backspin, a lower peak trajec-
tory, and higher initial ball speed relative to the Burner Super-
fast 2.0 fairway wood. All clubs had comparable initial launch
angles, and both of the inventive golf clubs (Examples K and
L) appeared to generate the same initial ball speed. In both
tests, the Example K club head produced approximately 380
rpm less backspin, had more carry, and had more roll out
distance than the Example L club head.

Whereas the invention has been described in connection
with representative embodiments, it will be understood that it
is not limited to those embodiments. On the contrary, it is
intended to encompass all alternatives, modifications, com-
binations, and equivalents as may be included within the spirit
and scope of the invention as defined by the appended claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. A golf club, comprising:

a golf club shaft having a butt end and a tip end;

a club head defining an interior cavity, a sole defining a
bottom portion of the club head, a crown defining a top
portion of the club head, a skirt portion defining a
periphery of the club head between the sole and crown,
a face defining a forward portion of the club head and
including a striking surface width (W), and a hosel
defining a hosel bore;

a channel positioned in the sole of the club head and
extending into the interior cavity of the club head, the
channel extending substantially in a heel-to-toe direc-
tion and having a channel length and an average channel
width (W,);

a recessed port positioned in the sole of the club head and
extending into the interior cavity of the club head, the
recessed port having a port width (W), the recessed port
being located proximate a bottom end of the hosel such
that a passage in the bottom end of the hosel provides
communication between the hosel bore and the recessed
port;

a sleeve mounted on the tip end of the golf club shaft and
adapted to be inserted into the hosel bore; and

a fastener having a shaft portion extending through the
passage and a head portion located in the recessed port,
the sleeve being selectively attachable to the shaft por-
tion of the fastener when the sleeve is inserted into the
hosel bore,

wherein selectively attaching the sleeve adjusts at least one
of a loft angle and a lie angle of the club head, and

wherein the recessed port and the channel define a port-to-
channel junction.

2. The golf club of claim 1, further comprising:

at least one weight port positioned in the sole of the club
head rearward of the channel, the weight port extending
into the interior cavity of the club head; and

at least one weight having a weight mass betweenabout 0.5
grams and about 20 grams, the at least one weight con-
figured to be installed at least partially within the at least
one weight port positioned in the sole of the club head.

3. The golf club of claim 1, wherein the length of the
channel is from about 80% to about 120% of the width of the
striking surface W_,.

4. The golf club of claim 1, wherein the length of the
channel is from about 90% to about 110% of the width of the
striking surface W .

5. The golf club of claim 1, wherein a distance between
forwardmost and rearwardmost points on the club head mea-
sured along an axis parallel to the y-axis when the club head
is at normal address position is greater than about 75 mm.

6. The golf club of claim 1, wherein a ratio W,/W_ of the
port width W, to the average width of the channel W, 1s from
about 1.1 to about 20.

7. The golf club of claim 1, wherein a ratio W,/W,, of the
port width W, to the average width of the channel W, 1s from
about 1.2 to about 15.

8. The golf club of claim 1, wherein the club head has a
center of gravity located horizontally rearward of a center of
the face less than about 30 mm and a coefficient of restitution
(COR) having a value of at least about 0.80 as measured at the
center of the club face.

9. The golf club of claim 1, wherein the club head has a
center of gravity (CG) projection of less than about 3 mm
above a center of the face.
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10. The golf club of claim 1, wherein the club head has a
height less than about 46 mm and a volume of between about
120 ¢cm? and about 240 cm®.

11. The golf club of claim 1, wherein the club head has an
above ground center-of-gravity location, Zup, less than about
18 mm, and a center of gravity located horizontally rearward
of a center of the face less than about 30 mm.

12. A golf club, comprising:

a club head having a hosel defining an upper opening, the
club head also having a sole defining a recessed port in
communication with the upper opening, the recessed
port having a port width (W,,);

a golf club shaft having a lower end portion;

a channel positioned in the sole of the club head and
extending into the interior cavity of the club head, the
channel extending substantially in a heel-to-toe direc-
tion and having a channel length and an average channel
width (W,);

a shaft sleeve mounted on the lower end portion of the golf
club shaft and adapted to be received in the upper open-
ing of the club head, the shaft sleeve having a lower end
portion defining a threaded opening;

a screw having a screw head and an externally threaded
screw shaft extending from the screw head, wherein the
shaft sleeve can bereleasably secured to the club head by
inserting the screw through the recessed port and tight-
ening the screw into the threaded opening of the shaft
sleeve;

wherein when the shaft sleeve is secured to the club head,
afirst longitudinal axis is defined by the shaft sleeve, and
a second longitudinal axis is defined by a lower portion
of the hosel, wherein the first longitudinal axis is tilted
relative the second longitudinal axis; and

wherein the shaft sleeve can be selectively positioned in a
plurality of different angular positions relative to the
hosel to adjust at least one of a shaft loft and a lie angle
of the club head.

13. The golf club of claim 12, further comprising:

at least one weight port positioned in the sole of the club
head rearward of the channel, the weight port extending
into the interior cavity of the club head; and

atleast one weight having a weight mass between about 0.5
grams and about 20 grams, the at least one weight con-
figured to be installed at least partially within the at least
one weight port positioned in the sole of the club head.

14. The golf club of claim 12, wherein the length of the
channel is from about 80% to about 120% of the width of the
striking surface W ..

15. The golf club of claim 12, wherein the length of the
channel is from about 90% to about 110% of the width of the
striking surface W ..

16. The golf club of claim 12, wherein a distance between
the forwardmost and rearwardmost points on the club head
measured along an axis parallel to the y-axis when the club
head is at normal address position is greater than about 75
mm.

17. The golf club of claim 12, wherein a ratio W,/W  of the
port width W, to the average width of the channel W, is from
about 1.1 to about 20.

18. The golf club of claim 12, wherein the club head has a
center of gravity located horizontally rearward of a center of
the face less than about 30 mm and a coefficient of restitution
(COR) having a value of at least about 0.80 as measured at the
center of the club face.

19. The golf club of claim 12, wherein the club head has a
center of gravity (CG) projection of less than about 3 mm
above a center of the face.
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20. The golf club of claim 12, wherein the club head has a
height less than about 46 mm and a volume of between about
120 cm? and about 240 cm”.
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